
Your guide to a  summer 
of nature events around 
the Stroud District, 
including Steve Backshall 
on Saturday 6 July and 
the Big Nature Festival 
in the Park on Sunday 7 
July.
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Welcome to the Stroud Festival of 
Nature 2019. Your opportunity to explore, 
discover and celebrate the natural world 
around you. The festival brings together a 
network of local and regional 
organisations to help you understand 
more about the landscape and 
environment of the area and its wildlife. 
Between us, we have created a three 
month long programme of nature walks, 
talks, workshops, visits and exhibitions. 

As always the highlight of the summer will 
be the Great Big Nature Festival in the 
Park on 7 July. A free annual event that 
attracts thousands of visitors and over fifty 
organisations. 

Underpinning this annual celebration of our 
natural world lies the serious issues facing 
our environment and its wildlife - and Stroud 
Nature remains focused on the role we can 
all play. While others take to the streets to 
exert pressure on our country’s leaders, we 
will continue to engage people in the way 
we know best, as we seek to empower 
people to make a difference in the places 
where they live and ‘know best’.

That is why we have made urban wildlife a 
feature of the 2019 festival. We are 
focusing on gardens and neighbourhood 
spaces. These are places where you may 
be able to do something. Compared to the 
challenges facing us on a global scale they 
are tiny. But multiply them, they get a little 
bigger and they can make a difference to 
you, your loved ones and the communities 
you are part of.

The health and well-being benefits of being 
close to nature and spending time in green 
spaces are well known and now well 
documented. 

Here in the Stroud Valleys and beyond, we 
are luckier than many; we have a great 
diversity of landscape around us and some 
great wildlife. We have corridors of green 
that bring that wildlife into the heart of our 
towns and villages, into our parks, green 
spaces and into our own gardens. 

But we must not take any of this for granted. 
So join us and our partners this summer.
Stay curious, explore, discover, be inspired 
and feel empowered to do something, no 
matter how insignificant it might seem.

You can make a difference.

S p a r k  c u r i o s i t y
I n v i t e  e x p l o r a t i o n
C e l e b r a t e  d i s c o v e r y
P r o v i d e  i n s p i r a t i o n
H e l p  e m p o w e r



Pre -festival events
8-26 May  
‘Discover the Endangered 
Species’ Children’s Trail
Find the cardboard cut-outs of endangered 
animals in shop windows around Stroud as 
part of the Select Art Trail.

Pick up a flyer with instructions from the 
Town Council offices in London Road or 
from any of the shops taking part, then 
follow the trail (designed by Bill Jones) 
filling in the answers as you go. Drop the 
completed flyer off to one of the boxes 
in the Town Council Office or the Stroud 
Valleys Project EcoShop on Threadneedle 
Street and you may win a prize!

There are free badges for all children
who complete the trail from Stroud Town
Council: 58 London Road ( Opening times: 
Monday – Thursday 10am–1.30pm Friday 
9.30am–12.30pm
Stroud Valleys Project Eco Shop: 8 
Threadneedle Street

Tue 21 May  10.45-3.30
Rock-rose Pot Beetle
ID & survey Workshop
Dursley Community Centre and 
Stinchcombe Hill 
Part of the ‘Back from the Brink’ Cotswolds 
project, learn how to identify and survey 
for the Rock-rose Pot Beetle, one of the 
project’s most elusive target species. Led 
by Buglife, the day will provide you with 
the knowledge and skills needed to help us 
undertake surveys for this very rare beetle. 
The aim is to get a comprehensive pic-
ture of the current status of this beetle in 
Gloucestershire.
Free event but booking required. 
Please contact Jennifer Gilbert at 
jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org
or on 07483 039321.

Sat 25 May   12-4pm
Bee-Observatory Garden at 
Oakbrook Farm
The Bee-Observatory Garden  is offering 
open afternoons (12pm to 4pm, weather 
permitting) for all bee lovers - bee talk and 
close up bee observation (no protection 
or experience required). Beautifully set on 
organic farmland. All ages welcome. 
Oakbrook Farm, Painswick Old Rd, Stroud, 
GL6 7QN
For more info visit: bee-observatory.org
These afternoons also take place on 8th, 
15th and 22nd June; 6th, 19th to 21st and 
27th July; 3rd, 10th and 17th August.

Sat 25 May 10am-11.30am
Oakbrook Farm walks
A striving community owned local organic 
farm practising nature conservation and 
biodiversity enhancing agriculture. Meet 
the Micro-dairy, Chicken and SCA farmers, 
walk the farm, spend time with the bees 
and hear about future developments.
Farm walks start at the Micro-dairy.
Oakbrook Farm, Painswick Old Rd, Stroud, 
GL6 7QN.
Walks also take place on 8 June and 21 
July

Mon 27 May   11-1pm
Strawberry Banks 
Strawberry Banks is Gloucestershire’s main 
site for the rare Marsh Fritillary butterfly 
and is home to other butterflies and moths 
and a wide range of flora, including Dyer’s 
Greenweed, Sainfoin, Yellow Wort and 
several orchid species. We expect to see 
Marsh Fritillaries and much more on this 
walk. There are some fairly steep parts.

Meet at Oakridge Church 
11am start.
Sue Smith 01453 882127



Thur 30 May   10-1pm
Bug Bioblitz (canal)
A guided walk to look for otters, 
dragonflies, kingfishers & mammals tracks 
along the banks of the 
canal & River Frome. 

Meet at Fromebridge Mill, GL2 7PD. Great 
for families, all welcome, unmade path.

Sat 1    9.30-1.30pm
The Stroud Walk
On the official opening of the Nature 
Festival, we’d like to invite you on a walk 
that encompasses different habitats across 
the town. With expert guides from numerous 
organisations joining the walk, this should 
be a great way to explore and discover a 
variety of habitats 

The walk commences at Stratford Park and 
will take in the canal, the river Frome, Capel 
Mill, the town centre, Park Gardens and 
concludes with a tour around Stratford Park. 
Please meet at Stratford Park Car Park (by 
toilets)in time for a prompt 9.30am start, 
and bring a packed lunch to enjoy at Capel 
Mill, weather permitting.

Free, but booking essential and limited 
numbers.
Children welcome but need to be 
accompanied by an adult. No dogs please.

Walk approximately 5km (3 miles) and 
includes slopes, canal path and riverside 
paths.

Bookings and info – 
Stroud Town Council on 01453 762817
Website – www.stroudtown.gov.uk

Sat 1  11-4pm
Nicer on the Water
Take your pick for a taste of floating on the 
water - SUP Stroud, Stroud Valley Canoe 
Club, Boatmobility and Cotswold’s Canal 
Trust day trip boat all converge at Ryeford 
for the day. Bring a picnic, a towel, friends 
and family. 
Accessible location and boating.

Wed 5   1.10-1.50pm
Lunchtime dawdle 
along the canal (west)
Organised by CSCIC as part of the 
Community Engagement programme for the 
Canal restoration project. Join Stroud 
Nature and others for a slow wander along 
the canal from Wallbridge. This may allow 
us to spot a few things as we go. The canal 
and the nearby river are great places for 
wildlife. Bring you cameras and/or mobile 
phones to capture what we find. 
Today we head west towards Dudbridge.
For all ages and abilities.
www.cotswoldcanalsconnected. org

J u n e

Stroud Walk
Sat 1 June



Thur 6  10-4pm 
Managing grassland 
for wildlife
Prinknash Abbey Part of the ‘Back from 
the Brink ‘Cotswolds project. Specifically 
for landowners and land managers - join us 
to discover how you can play your part in 
conserving our Cotswold wildlife. Focussing 
on plants, bees and butterflies, learn about 
the importance of limestone grassland 
habitat and how even simple changes to 
land management can provide vital 
habitat for rare and common species, as 
well as much needed connections, aiding 
their movement within the landscape. 

Free event but booking required.
Please contact Jennifer Gilbert at 
jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org 
or on 07483 039321

Sat 8   6pm-8pm
Orchid Walk
Edge Common
The walk will start with a short introduction 
from Paul Griffiths (grazier of the common) 
about the history of the common, what 
wildflowers and orchids may be seen, and a 
brief introduction into the grazing and 
management of the common for the rare 
Duke of Burgundy butterfly. 

Charge - Booking essential. £5 per adult
Suitability for different groups - No dogs, 
some steep inclines
Bookings and Info – 01453 753358 
www.stroudvalleysproject.org

Sun 9   10.00-12.00pm
Nature Walk at Bisley 
Road Cemetery
Come and join one of Stroud Town 
Council’s rangers for a guided stroll around 
this delightful nature reserve. With 
south- facing slopes of limestone 
grassland, rich in diverse species of 
wildflowers, insects and possibly reptiles, 
Free, but please book. Suitable for all age 
groups. 

Tarmac paths, sometimes steep. 
No dogs.
Bookings and info – 
Stroud Town Council on 
01453 762817
Website – www.stroudtown.gov.uk

J u n e Orchid Walk-
Duke  of Burgundy

Nature Walk - Bisley Cemetery
Common Lizard



Sun 9   9.30am-1pm
Yew Tree Farm Open Day
Mark Russell, the owner of the farm invites 
you to join him and other organisations in 
an exploration of the farm’s habitats and 
wildlife.            
9.30am - Open the moth traps from the 
night before, 100 species expected;
10.00am - Local Forest School takes you on 
a wild trail into the wood;
10.30am - Help Stroud Wildlife Survey 
Group survey the wildflowers and grasses;                  
11.30 - Butterfly exploration & identification 
with an expert, find the caterpillar’s 
food plant.           
Also insect art activities, tea, coffee and 
cakes all day. Bring a picnic.                                         
Free to all. 
Wheelchair access in farm courtyard only.                                                                           
www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Sun 9  11-4pm
Canal Discovery at the 
Museum in the Park
A great day for families at our favourite 
museum - find out why the navvies tied up 
their trouser legs, share canal stories, find 
out about the canal wildlife, dye wool and 
make a map. Lots to see, touch and hear. 
Museum in the Park, Stroud, GL5 4AF.
Fully accessible.

Sun 9   All day
Rodborough Hidden 
Gardens & Sculpture Trail
For the day, resident gardeners will be 
throwing open their gates to welcome 
garden enthusiasts and art lovers. Stroud 
Valleys Project will have a stall from their 
eco-shop so come along and talk to us 
about all things garden.

Charge - £6 per adult, under 16’s free
Suitability for different groups – Suitable for 
all ages
Bookings and Info – jeroglu@aol.com
www.facebook.com/HGSRodborough

Wed 12   1.10-1.50pm
Lunchtime dawdle along 
the canal (east)
Organised by CSCIC as part of the 
Community Engagement programme for 
the Canal restoration project. Join Stroud 
Nature and others for a slow wander along 
the canal from Wallbridge. This may allows 
us to spot a few things as we go. The canal 
and the nearby river are great places for 
wildlife. Bring you cameras and/or mobile 
phones to capture what we find. 
Today we head east towards Capels Mill

For all ages and abilities.

www.cotswoldcanalsconnected. org

J u n e



Wed 12   10am-4pm 
Managing grassland for 
wildlife
See Thur 6 June for details

Sat 15   12pm-4.30pm
Butterflies at Prinknash
Open Day
The Butterfly Nectar Garden at Prinknash 
is part of the walled garden owned by the 
monks at Prinknash Abbey, near Cranham, 
Gloucester GL4 8EX.  Members of the 
Branch will be on hand to answer questions 
about butterflies and plants and Butterfly 
Conservation in general. When possible we 
have a display of live moths too.
More details at: 
butterfly-conservation.org/events/glouces-
tershire-prinknash-butterfly-nectar-garden-
open-day-3
Sue Smith  01453-882127

Sat 15   10am-4pm
Wild Writing
Bisley Village Hall & Rough Bank Nature 
Reserve.
Nature is an endless muse. Writers and 
poets down the ages have sought 
inspiration, solace and different angles into 
ways of being through the written word. Part 
of the BftB Cotswolds project, join Butterfly 
Conservation and David Gilbert, writer and 
poet, in this unique day long adventure to 
learn about the Gloucestershire countryside, 
its wildlife and write about what you see and 
feel. 
For beginners to experienced writers. 

Free event but booking required.
Please contact Jennifer Gilbert at 
jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org 
or on 07483 039321.

Sat 15   10am-5pm
Raptors at Symonds Yat
A great opportunity to observe up to 9 
species of raptor including Peregrine Falcon 
and Goshawk at the stunning Symonds Yat 
viewpoint with local raptor expert Steve 
Watson - who will lead us and discuss 
raptor ID and behaviour. The raptors will be 
in flight in search for food for their young. 

Charge - Booking essential £5 per adult
Suitability for different groups - 
No dogs, some steep inclines
Bookings and Info – 01453 753358
(NB there is £5 carpark charge)
Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org

J u n e



Sun 16   9.30am–4pm 
Orchids of Slad Course 
Swift’s Hill, Stroud
The beautiful Slad Valley is well known for 
rare and unusual orchids such as fragrant, 
fly and frog orchid. GWT Reserve Manager 
George Griffiths leads an exploration of 
orchid identification on Swift’s Hill and will 
help you discover the remarkable 
relationships orchids have with pollinators.
Cost: £49 per person 
Tickets for the events 
can be booked by phone 
on 01452 383333 or online at 
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
events

Wed 19   10.30am-2.30pm 
Duke of Burgundy larvae
Rodborough Common.
Part of the ‘Back from the Brink’ Cotswolds 
project, learn how to identify and survey for 
the larval feeding damage of the rare Duke 
of Burgundy butterfly. This follows on from 
the workshop in May on how to survey for 
the adult butterfly. Both workshops will give 
you the skills needed to help us survey and 
monitor the Duke of Burgundy populations 
across Gloucestershire. 
Free event but booking required, 
Please contact Jennifer Gilbert at 
jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org
or on 07483 039321. 

Fri 21  7.30pm-11pm
Glow-Worm Talk
Denise Gibbons will be giving an illus-
trated talk about Glow-worms and Fireflies, 
followed by a walk at nightfall to see our 
glowing female insects in their local natural 
habitat. Refreshments will be served after 
the talk. The walk is in the dark on paths so 
please bring a torch and wear warm 
clothing. 
Charge - £5
Suitability for different groups – 
Site is accessible but hilly. 
This event is unfortunately not 
suitable for children under five.
Bookings and Info – 01453 753358
Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org

This event also takes place on Fri 5 
July. All the above details apply.

Fri 21  9.30-12.30pm
Photography skills
Daneway Banks, near Sapperton
Develop your photography skills under the 
skilled guidance of expert wildlife 
photographer Iain Green at Daneway Banks, 
home to butterflies such as large blues and 
marbled whites, and wildflowers including 
rock rose. 
Cost: £50 per person
Tickets for the event can be booked by 
phone on 01452 383333 or online at 
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
events

J u n e

Glow Worm
Rodborough
Common 



Sat 22  10-12.30pm 
Himalayan Balsam Bash
Frome Banks, Stroud
Description: Help contribute to the vital 
management of Frome Banks Nature 
Reserve and spend a morning removing the 
invasive species Himalayan Balsam under 
the guidance of GWT Reserve Manager 
George Griffiths. Tools will be provided, no 
previous experience necessary.

Tickets for the events can be booked by 
phone on 01452 383333 or online at 
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
events

Sun 23  2.30-4.00pm
Walk on Painswick 
Beacon SSSI with PBCG
Painswick Beacon is limestone grassland 
brimfull of wild flowers, butterflies, bees 
and many more creatures.  It was grazed by 
sheep before WWII and the Stroud Valleys 
made their money with the mills, weaving 
and felting wool.   We will lose this special 
habitat if we don’t manage it and the area 
becomes scrub and woodland.  

Painswick Beacon Conservation Group is 
made up of local volunteers working under 
the guidance of Natural England and Back 
from the Brink, to ensure this limestone 
grassland and its rich diversity of flora and 
fauna is conserved.
Meet at Painswick Golf Club.
Charge - £5   Including tea/coffee at the 
Golf Club @ 4:00pm.

Please phone to book and for further in-
formation:  Joyce Barrus 01452 812942 or 
07743 377260

Wed 26  10-12.30pm 
Large Blue Butterfly
Daneway Banks
Explore Daneway Banks, home to the 
beautiful large blue butterflies, with GWT 
Reserve Manager Alan Sumnall and learn 
about this rare butterfly which was once 
extinct in the UK. Cost: £10 per person

Tickets for the events can be booked by 
phone on 01452 383333 or online at 
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
events

Fri 28  9pm 
Mothing Night
Stratford Park 
Join Mike McCrae, park supervisor and 
lepidopterist, to attract and identify the 
moths that feed around the park at night.
Meet at the Museum in the 
Park gates.

J u n e
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Fri 28    All day
Manage and maintain wild 
flowers
Enjoy a day out finding out about wildflower 
meadows. We will start off by looking at a 
wildflower meadow managed by Stroud 
Valleys Project and then move on to a 
meadow owned and managed by Roger 
Budgeon from the Greenshop, Bisley. We 
will then visit Emorsgate Seeds in Bath and 
find out about their meadow management. 
Emorsgate is one of the leading suppliers of 
wild plant seeds in the UK. 

Charge - £40. Booking essential. 
Places limited to 15. 
Cost includes transport.
Suitability for different groups – Sadly not 
suitable for wheelchairs. Sorry no dogs.
Bookings and Info – 01453 753358
www.stroudvalleysproject.org

Sat 29    11am-2pm
Meet the Canal Volunteers
Chat about volunteering opportunities 
along the canal for wildlife, construction 
and restoration. 
Meet the volunteers & find out 
what’s in it for you. 

Queen Elizabeth II Park, GL5 3H

Sat 29    12.30am-1.30pm
Swift Talk
Congregational Hall
Bedford St, Stroud
Edward Mayer who is an 
expert in swift conservation and 
a passionate and informative 
speaker, will give the talk.
It should last about an 
hour and afterwards there will be 
tea and homemade cakes, as well
as information on swifts and sample 
nest boxes.
Stroud Swift Group.. 

Charge: entry is free but a suggested 
donation of £5
Bookings and Info – 01453 753358

Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org
Suitability for different groups – accessible 
and open to all.

Buzz Club
A junior club for those interested in bees.
New members welcome.
Meetings held at the 
Walled Garden, 
Museum in the Park.

Homeschool Group - 2.30pm-4.30pm
3rd May , 4th June, 3rd July, 1st August, 6th 
September, 1st October, 6th November

Saturday Morning Open Meetings for all 
11am – 12pm,  from 11th May onwards and 
continuing fortnightly 

Charges this year will be £3 per child per 
session for both groups – we look
forward to seeing you there!

J u n e



SAT 6   8-9.45pm
Steve Backshall
Stratford Park Leisure 
Centre
Doors open at 7pm to meet local 
wildlife organisations who will have stalls 
in the main hall.

Stroud Nature is delighted to welcome 
Steve Backshall to this year’s festival 
as our guest speaker. Previous talks by 
George Monbiot, Ian Redmond and Chris 
Packham have been hugely successful 
and no doubt Steve will also entertain and 
inspire his audience for he has many 
experiences and wildlife encounters to 
share from his adventures around the 
world.

Even more delighted that this is on the eve 
of the Big Nature Festival in The Park, our
annual flagship event.

Steve’s talk will end with a short question 
and answer session. Following his talk, 
Steve will be signing some of the books he 
has written. If you are attending, the ticket 
you purchase could win you copies of 
these books.

Tickets are available from the desk 
at the Leisure Centre and are £25.00 
for adults and £15.00 for under 18’s.

Tel 01453 76 6771

Everyone Active
Stratford Park Leisure Centre
Stratford Park 
Stratford Road
Stroud
GL5 4AF

6  J u l y 



Sun 7  11am-5pm
Big Nature Festival in the 
Park
The Big Nature Festival in Stratford Park 
has always been the highlight of the 
entire festival, bringing around fifty 
organisations together and welcoming 
between 3,000 and 4,000 visitors each 
year.

This is an event for the whole family. It is 
very important to us that we bring together 
people from all generations to share their 
ideas and experiences. The knowledge and 
skills among those organisations taking part 
is immense. Much has been learnt in direct 
contact with nature in its many 
forms- something which is being denied 
many of today’s younger people.

Serious issues are affecting the natural 
world and the environment in which we live 
and breathe. On this day, there is an 
emphasis on fun learning for the whole 
family, on discovering and sharing. But we 
are all conscious of the importance of the 
role we can all play in safeguarding our 
planet and its life.

If some people leave the festival
 knowing a little more than when they 
arrived - if they have been amazed, worried, 

excited, alarmed, inspired, they may feel
empowered to do something for the natural 
world on their doorstep7  J u l y 



Big Nature Festival in the 
Park - who will be there
At the time of going to print the following 
organisations had confirmed their 
attendance at the festival;

Acorn School
All Seasons Forest School
Blue Campaign 
Butterfly Conservation
British Trust for Ornithology
Cainscross Parish Council 
Cotswold Canals Trust
Draw and Dawdle
Extinction Rebellion
Gloucestershire Naturalist’s Society
Gloucestershire Raptor Monitoring Group
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust
Help a Hedgehog Hospital 
Id Verde
John Dowling Falconry 
National Trust
Nature Connections
Oakbrook Farm/Bee Observatory
Our World
Schoolosaurus
Stroud Beekeepers  and Buzz Club
Stroud Festival 
Stroud Nature
Stroud Swift Group
Stroud Town Council
Stroud Town Council Green Spaces
Stroud Valleys Project
Transition Stroud
Wetlands and Wildfowl Trust
Wild Hogs Hedgehog Rescue
Youth 4 Climate

We also have a number of caterers 
providing food and drink. The Leisure 
Centre and Museum also have food and 
snacks available. You might like to bring a 
picnic

Nature Ambassador passports. 
Always very popular Collect one, 
visit the experts and complete a 
small task to receive a certificate.

Museum in the Park
11.00 - 4.00pm
Nature Printmaking
Taking place in the museum courtyard and 
in conjunction with GPC (Gloucestershire 
Printmakers) join us for mono printing using 
things from the recycling bin (cardboard etc) 
and leaves/natural objects.

11.00 - 5.00pm Gallery 2

Wildlife Art Exhibition
Steve Roberts, director of Stroud Nature 
CIC and founder of the Festival of Nature 
has a long career in wildlife illustration, 
art and interpretation Design. 

This exhibition brings together a number of 
facets of his work - personal and
commissioned - illustrations and design, 
much of which celebrates the 
natural and historical heritage of the area.

7  J u l y 



                   Garden 
                    Guardians

Join Stroud Nature and other 
organisations in the main marquee 
to look at how you can do your bit to 
conserve wildlife, while at the same time 
helping the environment and improving 
your own health and well-being. 
Supported by Stroud Town Council 
and Cainscross Parish Council, we are 
launching the Garden Guardians project.

Talk with us about the benefits of gardening 
for wildlife, not just for the wildlife itself but 
for you, your family and those around you.
Gardens are a really important habitat for so 
many species of wildlife. Many are very fa-
miliar visitors, rewarding us with their colour, 
antics and sounds. 

It need not be time-consuming or expensive 
to provide greater opportunities for wildlife 
in your own garden. Whether birds, 
mammals, insects, amphibians or reptiles, 
they are looking for food, shelter or a home.

The whole family can enjoy the wildlife in 
your garden and planting for wildlife can 
improve your health and well-being.

At the festival you can pick up a Garden 
Guardian leaflet, produced especially for 
Stroud and this project. If you live in the 
Stroud Town or Cainscross/Ebley/Cashes 
Green parishes, you can meet with some 
of your parishes representatives and  talk 
about your own gardens and green spaces 
Tell us aboutthe wildlife you have seen in 
your own backyard.

Blue Campaign
Blue Campaign aims to make people aware 
and empowered to re-wild their own small 
gardens by doing ‘less’, such as only 
cutting strips of lawn each week in the 
summer, leaving more native plants 
(‘weeds’) which are the crucial food plant 
of so many species of butterfly and moth, 
and leaving piles of hedge cuttings (‘garden 
waste’) as valuable, undisturbed wildlife 
habitat. Making a blue heart and staking it 
into the ground in this area makes neigh-
bours and other audiences aware of the 
deliberate action being taken to restore 
biodiversity. The campaign has been taken 
up by South Gloucestershire Council that 
are actively re-wilding areas of parks, road 
verges and school grounds in an attempt to 
significantly increase the acreage being set 
aside for nature.

Come and visit Blue Campaign at the Big 
Nature Festival in the Park and find out all 
about it.

7  J u l y



Big Nature Festival in the 
Park - some highlights

Look Again Exhibition
This photographic exhibition brings together 
people from all over the Stroud District who 
shared a wish to improve their well-being, 
meet new people, get out and about more 
in nature, and learn to see the world around 
them with fresh eyes. The exhibition, funded 
by a Gloucestershire County Council 
Thriving Communities grant, shows the 
work of participants from four 6-week 
courses held at All Puling Together, Forest 
Green Rovers, The Nelson Trust and Make It 
Studios, in partnership with Stroud Nature. 

The courses blended photography, mindful-
ness and being in nature with a focus on 
the five ways to well-being: Connect, Give, 
Learn, Be Active and Take Notice.
There will be a FREE mindful photogra-
phy taster workshop 2-3pm. 
email ruth@look-again.org or visit
www.look-again.org. 

‘Our World’ and Stroud 
Youth Strike 4 Climate
Our World is a group for all young people in 
Stroud! We meet every week to learn about 
the environment and to meet other people 
who care about the same issues. We focus 
on what we can do ourselves, together and 
in our community to try to do something 
about climate change to make a difference.. 

It’s a chance to be creative like making 
posters, upcycling clothes and going to 
local events like Stroud Festival of Nature. 
We’ve been really lucky to meet some 
amazing local environmental experts to find 
out about bees, renewable energy, reducing 
single-use plastic, food waste, ape 
conservation and sustainable fashion. At 
Fromehall Mill we have a safe space to relax 
and unwind, right next-door to the Access 
Bike Project, where we meet on Tuesdays 
after school. Join us to share ideas, learn 
new things, debate solutions and make a 
change for all of our futures. 

“I’m more confident to talk in front of people 
and state my opinions”

“I’ve been inspired to reduce my carbon 
footprint by… going vegan… reducing food 
waste… making ecobricks… and recycling 
more.” 

Stroud Youth Strike 4 Climate group or-
ganise school strikes for all students in the 
Stroud District. From February until the end 
of April there have been three very 
successful events (despite the holidays!) 
that have seen more than 200 people gather 
in Stroud town centre. We aim to take a 
stand and show the world that we truly care 
about the impact of climate change, even 
though young people are not the ones who 
caused the severity of the issue. We make 
banners, we make a noise and make sure 
our voices are heard. Climate change will 
impact our generation the most and we are 
taking action!

7  J u l y 



Sat 6   10am-4pm
Bumblebee Identification/
Survey Workshop
Cranham Village Hall
Part of the ‘Back from the Brink’ Cotswolds 
project. Following on from our beginners 
workshop, learn how to identify and survey 
for bumblebees, including our project’s two 
rare target species. Led by Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust, the day will provide 
you with the knowledge and skills needed 
to help us undertake surveys for our rare 
bumblebees. 

Free event but booking required, 
Please contact Jennifer Gilbert at 
jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org 
or on 07483 039321.

Sat 13  12-4.30pm
Butterflies at Prinknash
Open Day
The Butterfly Nectar Garden at Prinknash 
is part of the walled garden owned by the 
monks at Prinknash Abbey, near Cranham, 
Gloucester GL4 8EX.  Members of the 
Branch will be on hand to answer questions 
about butterflies and plants and Butterfly 
Conservation in general. When possible we 
have a display of live moths too.
More details at: 
butterfly-conservation.org/events/
gloucestershire-prinknash-
butterfly-nectar-garden-open-day-3
Sue Smith  01453-882127

Sat 13  10am-1pm
Pond Dipping Survey
Come along, enjoy and learn about what 
pond life and mini-beasts live in the main 
breeding pond at Kingswood’s own wildlife 
oasis. As last year this third pond survey 
will be lead by Denise Gibbons and Barbara 
Wood, both experts in pond wildlife. 
Charge – Free. Booking is essential for this 
event as numbers are limited (20), donations 
really appreciated.
Suitability for different groups – families
Bookings and Info – 01453 753358
Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org

Sat 20  11am
Butterflies - Stratford Park
Join Mike McCrae, park supervisor and
lepidopterist  to explore the park for 
butterflies. Most of the resident species will 
be on the wing.
Meet at the Museum in the Park gates.
Some parts of the walk may not 
be suitable for wheelchairs.

Fri 26  8.30-10.30pm
Family Night-time Safari
Robinswood Hill Gloucester
Listen for bats and look for other night-time 
creatures at Robinswood Hill with GWT’s 
Urban Wildlife Manager Nicola Simpson.

Tickets for the events can be booked by 
phone on 01452 383333 or online at 
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
events

J u l y 



Wed 7   12-4.30pm
Butterflies at Prinknash
Open Day
Butterfly Nectar Garden at Prinknash 
A joint day organised by Stroud Valleys 
Project, Butterfly Conservation and Back 
from the Brink. Fun and learning, activities 
for children, maybe live moths. cafe open 
for lunch and snacks.
More details at: 
butterfly-conservation.org/events/glouces-
tershire-prinknash-butterfly-nectar-garden-
open-day-3
Sue Smith  01453-882127

Wed 7   2.30-4.00pm
Walk on Painswick 
Beacon SSSI
The Cotteswold Field Naturalists’ Club 
(CNFC) promotes interest in the natural 
history, environment, antiquities and culture 
of the Cotswolds, Gloucestershire and 
elsewhere.  
Join us for a walk over Painswick Beacon to 
learn why this is such a special site 
because of it’s geology. A  range of plants 
have evolved on the thin, ancient, soils that 
lie on top of its limestone rocks.  This 
provides a succession of flowers and herbs, 
which attract a diversity of insect life.

Charge - £5   Including tea/coffee at the 
Golf Club @ 4:00pm.
Please phone to book and/or further 
information:  Joyce Barrus 01452 812942

Fri 9   9pm 
Mothing Night
Stratford Park 
Join Mike McCrae, park supervisor and 
lepidopterist, to attract and identify the 
moths that feed around the park at night.
Meet at the Museum in the Park gates.

Sun 11   2.00pm-4.00pm
Cainscross Parish Council  
at Victory Park
Join Cainscross Parish Council as they 
celebrate their move into new premises on 
the edge of Victory Park. Stroud Nature will 
be there assisting the Council in promoting 
the ‘Garden Guardians’ project launched at 
the Big Nature Festival in the Park and the 
re-wilding of green spaces in general
throughout the parish.

Mon 19   1.00pm-3.15pm
Divided into 3 sessions 1-1.45; 1.45-2.30; 
2.30-3.15pm

Family pond dipping
Families will have a hands-on opportunity 
to get a closer look at the exciting variety of 
animals that live in our ponds. 
Not suitable for wheelchairs, aimed at 
primary school aged children.
£2 per child. Booking essential. 
Bookings and Info – 01453 753358
Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org

A u g u s t



Sat 17   8.30-10.00am
Small Mammal Safari
Bisley Road Cemetery
Help Stroud Town Council Green Spaces 
rangers discover which small mammals 
live in the old cemetery. Join us for a small 
mammal safari. We hope to find wood mice, 
field voles and maybe even the elusive 
yellow necked mouse.
Free, but limited spaces so booking 
essential.
Children welcome, but must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Tarmac paths and possible steep uneven 
ground, sometimes steep. No dogs. Meet at 
Old Chapel of Rest in the cemetery.

Stroud Town Council 
on 01453 762817
www.stroudtown.gov.uk

THur 22  8-9.30pm
Bat Walk and Talk
Led by Nadine Smykatz-Kloss
Enjoy a talk and walk about local Bat 
species that we hope to hear and 
possibly see, before dusk as part of the 
Wild about Kingwood Project, where and 
Green and wildlife and community spaces 
are managed by Stroud Valleys Project on 
behalf of Kingswood Parish Council. 

We will meet at Kingswood Village Hall car 
park at 8pm. 
Sadly not suited for wheelchairs. Sorry no 
dogs
£5.00 per adult. 
Booking essential
01453 753358
www.stroudvalkeysproject.org

Wed 28   6-8.30pm
Canal Wildlife Walk
Led by Martin Wright and Val Kirby 
(Cotswold Canals Trust) and Anna Tarbet 
(Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust).

Meet in the car park at Fromebridge Mill 
pub, Whitminster (GL2 7PD: the access 
drive to the pub is on the roundabout where 
the A419 joins the A38).
The walk will take us along the derelict 
canal, across farmland that will be con-
verted to wildlife-rich meadow, with new 
wetland, and back along the River Frome.  
Your guides will talk about canal restoration, 
the wildlife we can see now and the wildlife 
that we are planning for and orchard 
restoration and creation.
Suitable for children 7 and over.  Wear 
wellingtons or waterproof shoes and bring a 
waterproof jacket anda torch.
This walk is free, but donations to the 
canal restoration fund would be welcome.

More information from the Cotswold Canals 
Trust, Bell House, Upper Wallbridge, Stroud, 
GL5 3JS; 
01453 752568.

Fri 30    7.45-10pm
Rococo after dark
Painswick Rococo Garden
Part of the ‘Back from the Brink’ Cotswolds 
project. Join us for an evening wander 
around the garden to discover some of 
Rococo Garden’s nocturnal wildlife! We’ll be 
looking and listening out for our 
resident bats and running a moth trap to see 
what moths can be found here. Suitable for 
adults and children – more details provided 
on booking. 

Free event but booking required
Please contact Jennifer Gilbert at 
jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org 
or on 07483 039321.

A u g u s t



The Cotswold Canals are a fantastic 
resource for nature and available for 
everyone to enjoy.  From Stonehouse 
through Stroud, almost as far as 
Brimscombe Port, the improved towpath 
is accessible to walkers and cyclists and 
is one of the most popular paths in the 
District.  

Ducks, moorhens and coots are 
everywhere.  There are several pairs of 
swans.  Herons stand on the canal bank 
and fish, often taking no notice of passers-
by.  Kingfishers flash their glorious blue.  In 
the evening, bats gather under the bridges.  
The new park at Capel’s Mill is managed 
for wildlife by Stroud Valleys Project and is 
already attracting plants and insects from 
Rodborough Common.  But we could do 
more for nature. 

Making things better for nature is right at 
the top of our priority list as we plan the 
next stage of canal restoration, from 
Stonehouse to Saul Junction.  Our scope is 
not just the canal, but neighbouring fields, 
an old orchard, the River Frome, drainage 
rhines, hedgerows and scrub. 
 
We know that restoring the canal will 
disturb some of the reed beds, water lilies 
and still water areas that have developed 
since the canal closed and so we are 
committed to creating new areas of 
wetland, to provide homes for any wildlife 
that might be displaced. 

Think of our future plans as a blue-green, 
wildlife-rich mosaic.  We’re preparing a 
three year programme, that will involve 
lotpeople and local communities along the 
canal corridor and across the Stroud V
alleys.  Some will already be interested in 
the canal or wildlife and we want to en-
courage more people who have never been 
involved before.

If you want to find out more about how we 
are building nature into the next stage of 
canal restoration, do come along to a spe-
cial wildlife walk on 28 August and/or visit 
us on our stall at the Big Nature 
Festival in the Park on Sunday 7 July.  

Our stall will also introduce you to 
‘Geodiversity’ - to the rocks and soils that 
lie beneath the visible landscape and which 
influence the form and nature of the 
landscape and its wildlife. Knowledge of 
the local geodiversity is a crucial part of 
the restoration of the Cotswold Canals. 
Come and visit the ‘Stonemasons Guild of 
St Stephen and St George’ on our stall on 
7 July.

N a t u r e  a n d  t h e 
C o t s w o l d  C a n a l s



Stroud Nature CIC is a not for profit 
company based at Fromehall Mill, just 
over a five minute walk from the centre of 
Stroud. The company has five directors 
with backgrounds, knowledge and 
experience in outdoor education, 
community engagement, habitat 
management of green spaces, 
countryside interpretation, event and 
workshop facilitation and more.

Stroud Nature CIC
Unit 7, Block 1
Fromehall MIll
Lodgemore Lane
Stroud GL5 3EH

www.stroudnature.org

Tel 01453 753123
     07811 471106

e       admin@stroudnature.org
Tw    @stroudnature
Fb    www.facebook.com/stroudnature
Inst   stroudnature

We would like to thank those organisations 
who organise events throughout each 
summer. In particular those organisations 
and individuals who regularly attend the 
Stroud Nature forums to help plan and 
organise the festival and provide other 
networking and collaborative opportunities.

A big thankyou to our supporters and 
funders:

Illustration: Steve Roberts/Stroud Nature CIC

stroud
festival

l music 
l art 
l poetry 
l film 
l dance

STAY CURIOUS!


