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Much of the inspiration for this comes from a single garden in Stroud . Nearly all of the

Introduction

photographic images come from the same garden. Most of the illustrations are based on
species identified in the same garden. We like to call it the ‘Stroud Nature Garden’. It is not
an exceptional garden, it is medium sized and five minute walk from Stroud Town Centre.

Welcome to Guardians of the Garden. This is an online interactive
resource, providing information, tips and practical help to those
wishing to provide more space for wildlife in their own gardens.
By providing space for nature we can also improve the quality of
our own lives, creating a sanctuary not only for plants and
animals, but ourselves. A palce where we can help our own health
and well-being and while we are about it, do a little bit to help the
planet.

Some of the practical tips and ideas come from work carried out in the garden.
But there is also help and advice if you do not have a garden or very limited space.

It is interactive
By clicking on any bevelled, embossed image, arrow, button and text box, you can
navigate through the document to specific chapters and episodes. You can go forward to
the next page and backwards to the previous page.

It has been created by Stroud Nature CIC in Gloucestershire, organisers of the annual
Stroud Festival of Nature and facililtators of the Stroud Nature Forum, now the Stroud

Some interactive elements will take you

Great Green Partnership. Garden Guardians’ was first introduced to visitors at the

to additional information that builds on

Stroud Festival of Nature 2019. After the events of 2020, we recognised that we need-

the information here. Others will take you

ed to take elements of the project online

to full page photographic and illustrative

to reach our audiences.

images.

We have tried to make this resource as

There are also interactive links to other web pages that you may find intertesting.

inclusive as possible. We hope there is

For example, the web pages of local wildlife organisations those of well known

something here for those who already

national organisations, such as the RSPB and Bug Life for example.

care for the wildlife in their gardens and
those whowould like to do more, maybe

Clicking on the mystery button is a game of

those who have not thought about this before.

chance for each one takes you to something different.
Some aspect of wildlife behaviour in the garden.
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The story so far....
‘Not so long ago on a planet not very far away, during the early days of April
2020, our family emerge from their home into the warm morning sun. With
time on their hands, they have set themselves the task of creating a more
wildlife friendly garden.’
They picked up a Garden Guardians leaflet at a local festival
of nature the summer before. It was packed with helpful
information and helped to inspire them. They have come to
appreciate just how important their own private space is to
the local wildlife. They also recognises that in taking care of
the environment around them they can do their bit for the
planet and while doing so, enjoy greater health
and well-being.

Taking care of the wildlife on your own doorstep
Doing your bit for the health of the planet
Taking care of yourselves and those around you

Stroud Nature CIC and the Stroud Nature Forum

We invite to join them, as they explore this new world, seeking out and identifying strange
creatures and plants, sharing their discoveries, learning from each other and enjoying
what the natural world has to offer. This is their mission. They hope they can inspire you to
do the same.
Become a Garden Guardian. Encourage your famliy, friends and neighbours to do the
same. Join the Garden Guardian Community and enjoy the benefits. A better garden for
wildlife and a place for you and your family to thrive. There will be other rewards too. The
Garden Guardians badge, certificates for your efforts andother informative and
educational resources for the family.
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Chapter One. A special place
Episodes
1 ‘Green Space’
2 Finding sanctuary
3 Exploration and discovery
4 Keeping watch

Hoverfly:

Bees may get all the press, but our
hoverflies are really important plant
pollinators. There are far more species
than you probably realise.Click here for
more information on hoverflies.
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There is another kind of green space that many of us take for granted and is even easier to

1 Green Space

explore. Our own gardens. These can provide a link between other
bigger green spacesallowing wildlife to move across our towns and cities.

‘Green space’ is the term used to describe areas of grass, shrubs and trees found in our
towns and cities. It can be a grass verge, a public play area, a community allotment, a
neglected industrial site that nature is reclaiming. It may be a larger public garden or park.
It can be any size and shape. Some of the most important green spaces are those that are
long and linear and connect other green spaces together.
Wildlife needs these spaces to move between and inhabit. The closer they are to each other the better. Some bird species and insects will fly farther than others, over buildings and
other obstacles. Others will only follow natural corridors - trees, rivers, streams, hedgerows. Trees and vegetation offer them greater safety as they move around. The great thing
is, that you can explore these spaces without venturing too far from your home or place of

Most of our gardens are modest in size. However, together they often extend across the

work.

whole town. They can be incredibly varied in their design and the plants and habitats they
provide. Each one is unique, because each belongs to you. So what you choose to do in
your own garden can have a big effect on wildlife in your area.

IF YOU COULD
PUT ALL OF
THE GARDENS
IN THE UK
TOGETHER
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NATURE
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Estimates put the number of different species visiting our gardens in the UK at around

2 Sanctuary

150, over 50% of all species, resident or regular migrants in the UK. These are attracted by
the food we put out for them in our bird feeders.

Your garden can provide an important sanctauary for a wide variety of animals.

Wildlife Sanctuary

Estimating how many insects and other invertebrates there are

Your Sanctuary

in any one garden is far more difficult. You will never find them

There is a growing diversiy of bird species that are visiting or taking up residence

all. In the countryside around us, the populations of many

in our gardens. Some are opportunists, others seem to be adapting to life in

insects are in decline. You will not attract them all into your

closer company with humans, exploiting new spaces and new food. It is

garden, but you can encourage more and more species by

exciting to see birds like the Siskin, Goldfinch and Nuthatch becoming regular in our

providing them with the basic things they need - pollen rich

urban gardens.

plants, shelter, water and other food sources. Some species will
return again and again and you will come to know them from one

Peacock

year to the next.

But we are also losing species from our gardens,
particularly those birds that once made their homes
in our own houses. As older houses and cottages

Large Red
Damslefly

are modernised and improved with up to date
materials, we often cover up the holes and
crevices that onceprovided nest sites
forvery common birds like the
House Sparrow and the Starling.
So we should never take the
presence of any of our
garden birds for
granted.

?

Providing a pond or some other form of watery habitat is a great way to provide for birds,
invertebrates and amphibians. Garden ponds are really important for the UK populations

Siskin

Chapter 1: A special place

Siskin
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of frogs and newts.
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3 Exploration and discovery
Mission 1: Explore and discover
Your first mission as a Garden Guardian
is to find out what exists in your garden.
You do not need to know every single plant
and animal. You can take as much time as
you like finding out.
You might like to draw a rough plan of your garden, nothing too complicated.
Show the main features, the trees, shapes and positions of the flower beds and borders,
the paths, the lawn, the shed, the pond, etc.

You may be able to watch the comings and goings
of birds from the comfort of your own home. You may already
know many of the more familiar ones, maybe some of the less familiar ones.

Which way does the garden face? north, south, east, or west? South facing gardens
generally get more sun and therefore warmer. Many insects like the sun and are far more
active when it is shining. So a nice, warm day is good if you want to spend some time
outside spotting insects and other inververtebrates. Late spring, through summer is best.
Find a spot to sit quietly and scan a small area of the garden. Watch the insects come and
go, do not disturb them. Identify the plants where there is the most activity. Maybe find
out what the names of these plants are and if they are known to be attractive to insects.
Move a little closer and watch.

?

It’s good to have a bird spotting guide handy to help you. There are many good ones and
you need not buy them new. Some of the best illustrated bird guides have been in print
for many years. Keep your guide handy by the window.
Amphibians too, are not easy to see, preferring to
remain hidden from view in our ponds, among the leaf
litter, among the log piles. There are only a few
mammals that visit our gardens regularly, although
depending on where your garden is, there may be

Depending on the month, you will probably see bees, hoverflies, butterflies, maybe
beetles and bugs. Be aware that at first glance, many insects of the same family can look
the same. Look closely and you will start to spot the differences.

Chapter 1: A special place

Mint Leaf Beetle

Chapter 2: The basics

more. Most are timid and easily frightened.
Others are more active at night. A night camera
may be the only way of actually seeing them.

Chapter 3: Resourcefulness

Red Fox
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You could keep a daily or weekly diary. Create one yourself or put it on your

4 Keeping watch

Christmas or Birthday list. If you are into drawing or sketching, how about a
sketchbook.

Mission 2: Keep watch, identify and record.
Once you begin attracting more wildlife to your garden, you may want to keep a
record of the species visiting.

Then there is photography. Today’s technology allows us to take great images
with our mobile phones. However, wildlife is not as easy to photograph as some
subjects. It depends on what you want your photographs to achieve. The best
wildlife photographers commit a lot of time and often money to develop their

How you keep track of the species that visit your garden is up to you. It might be a

skills.

simple list in a notebook or on your laptop or mobile phone. You might add a few
details to the list about the species - where they were spotted, what plant they

Your photos may be a way of recording the species you see. Then you can check
printed and online references to help identify them. You can even

were they on, what was the weather like.

upload them onto web sites where other people will identify them for
you. Upload to your social media page - Instagram, Facebook, etc and
ask people to help you identify your photograph.
The more you photograph or draw the species you see, the more you
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begin to develop a greater knowledge of species - when they first
appear in the year, what their favourite plants are, how they move
around, maybe what other insects or creatures they eat. This can help
you plan parts of your garden to attract more species and provide
permanent homes and shelters for a number of species.
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Chapter Two. The basics
Episodes
1 Trial and error
2 The plants
3 Precious water
4 Adding to the mix
5 No garden?

Goldfinch at bird feeder.
A species becoming more and more frequent in
our gardens, here feeding on sunflower seeds
and hearts.
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The leaf foliage and bark of trees provide shelter and breeding places for other insects.

1 Trial and error

Insects living in the trees become food for birds. The fruits and berries of trees provide
for birds, insects and some mammals. Birds find daily shelter and safety among the trees
and shrubs. They may nest in tree holes or among the thck undergrowth. Amphibians

There are no hard or fast rules about how you should design your garden to create space

and mammals also find shelter and food among the undergrowth. The leaf litter provides

for wildlife. Each garden is different from the next. You may have other priorities - a large

another source of food for insects, amphibians, birds and mammals.

lawn to relax or run around on. A garden that allows you to entertain and socialise with
others. A garden where you can grow prize winning flowers and plants. That is fine. Many

It may seem to be stating the obvious, when we say that the best gardens for wildlife will

gardens are attractive places for wildlife, even when wildlife is not the main

probably have the best plants for widlife. Yes, the presence of any plants in the garden is

consideration. However, if you do want to create more room for wildlife, there are some

going to be a plus for widlife, but you can multiply the number of species visiting by se-

basic things to consider.

lecting particular plants. This is not just the best flowers for pollinators, but larger shrubs
and trees.

Whatever the animal, whatever its size, its needs will be the same:

•

Food and drink

•

Shelter and safety

•

Somewhere to breed

?

Not all animals will need to find all of these things in one garden. Some will be resident in
the garden for their entire lives. Others will visit regularly from outside you garden. Some
will be seasonal visitors. The larvae of insects may be born and develop in your garden,
but once adults, may fly off to pastures new. Mammals may simply pass through as they

You can add to the food menu by providing bird feeders. You can also provide more food
options by creating a pond or similar water habitat. Drinking water is a vital resource for
creatures during the froozen days of winter.
You can create shelter and breeding places for all kinds of creatures, from the smallest invertebrate to hedgehogs and even foxes. A simple pile of old logs and twigs can provide
a hiding place for insects, amphibians and smaller mammals. You can buy or build bug
homes, bug hotels, bird boxes, bat roosting boxes.

follow their traditional foraging routes. Its all very fluid and its why caring for and
There are other less obvious and creative

watching wildlife can be so rewarding.

ways to provide a home or refuge for wildlife,
Many of the plants in your garden can provide all of the things that some animals need to
survive - food, drink, shelter, safety, somewhere to breed. The nectar of flowering plants,

even if you do not have a garden and
we look at these later in this document.

the sap in leaves of shrubs and trees provides food and drink for insects.
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F

Different families of insects have preferences for different families of plants. This does not

6 The plants

mean that in the absence of those plants, they will not feed on others, but they have their
favourites. The mouthparts of insects are varied in form and this affects which plants they

In general when we talk about plants for wildlife, we are talking about insects and insect
pollinators in particular. We probably alll know by now, how important bees and other

are happiest feeding on. Bumble bees have long tongues that enable
them to reach nectar that others cannot.

pollinators are to the continued existence of plants all over the planet, many of which
provide vitally important food for the world’s human population.

?

However, plants come in many forms - trees, shrubs, flowers, herbs, grasses, weeds,
succulents, etc. A combination of all of these will attract not only a variety of insects, but
birds, mammals, amphibians and reptiles. In so doing you create your own ecosystem.

Some plants seem to appeal to a wide
range of insects. The images below are
from one garden, where a group of
Astrantia flowers attracted several
species from different insect families.

There are a lot of plants good for insects. Some are real favourites, so you will probably
need to be selective in the ones you choose.
Just like the plants, the lives of insects can be seasonal. Often the adult lives of insects
Nomad Bee
on Astrantia

can be as short as a couple of weeks. In some species, a few days. So different insects are
around at different times through spring, summer and autumn. The plants you choose

Thick -thighed Beetle
on Astrantia

need to be supplying nectar throughout, so you will need early summer flowering plants,
mid summer and late summer flowering plants.

A garden with a wide diversity of insect species should be a garden that is good
for all wildlife. Insects are the key part of a healthy functioning ecosystem.
The ‘glue’ that holds everything else together.

Click the image on the right for a list of some
of the best plants for a range of insects.
Chapter 1: A special place

Chapter 2: The basics

Ichneumon Wasp on Astrantia

Longhorn
Beetle
on Astrantia
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6 Precious water
There is one feature guaranteed to attract wildlife to your garden and it is important
because it encourages a whole new set of creatures to move in. This is a pond.
If you are going to have one, you should take a little time to plan it.
Where you site it in your garden is important:
•

Not in the open sun for too long (this encourages blanket weed)

•

Not in too much shade (so as to remain colder and less attractive to animals)

•

Not beneath trees that will loose their leaves (fallen leaves can add too many
nutrients to the water encouraging weed and affecting the natural balance).

Your pond will need different levels stepping down to a deeper section (deep enough to
avoid freezing in the coldest months of winter). Then different plants can be put in the
pond at different depths.

ways of providing watery haitats
Clickon the button on the right, to visit the Wild Stroud web site with inforfor wildlife,
space
or money or other
factorsinmake
difficultmicro
mationwhen
on how
to provideponds
for wildlife
yourdigging
garden,one
including
ponds, when space is limited.

Chapter 1: A special place

Chapter 2: The basics

Chapter 3: Resourcefulness

Chapter 4: Species

13

Bird feeders cost money. You can try making your own and should be encouraged to do

5 Adding to the mix

so, if you have the materials. They will need to be safe for the birds to use and constructed
so that they can be cleaned regularly. The beauty of buying some bird feeders, particularly
the kinds endorsed by someone like the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, is that

Some species of wildlife have shared our lives ever since we started building our first

they have been tried and tested for particular species.

dwellings, creating farms, villages and then towns and cities, many centuries ago.

Where you site you feeders is important. On the coldest, most severe days of winter, some
birds, desperate for food, will overcome their fears and be drawn to the feeders wherever
they are, but generally, birds do not like regular interruption as they try to feed.

Although some particular species
of birds live in other habitats outside

If the only loactions are very close to the house, give the birds time to

the boundaries of our towns and cities,

become familiar and feel they are safe. Do not put feeders and bird

those same species are so familiar to us, that

tables too close to vegetation that offers a hiding place for predators, particulalrly cats.

we think of them as ‘garden birds’. The Robin,
the Blue Tit, Great Tit, Blackbird, to name just a few.
The same can be said fo a range of insect species.
Today we talk of ‘urban foxes and badgers’.
Frogs and newts are familiar to those who have a pond.
As we came to appreciate just how wonderful it is to have wild birds on our doorstep and
recognise how important our gardens are to them, we began feeding them. Now a multi
- million pound business is built around the sale of bird feeders to take seeds, nuts, suet
balls and more. Leaving aside any discussion on this, if you want to attract birds to your
garden, providing food is the best way.

For information on bird feeders and food for birds visit:

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/feeding-birds/

Chapter 1: A special place
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It may surprise you how many

5 No garden?

insects can be found on our buildings.
The walls can be warm and insects

Having some plants in your garden, your courtyard or your pathway, will ultimately
be better for attracting wildlife.
But lets assume that for whatever reason, you cannot have many plants, or none at
all. Maybe just room for a window box. The plants you put into it can be carefully
selected to attract insects.

love the warrmth. They also like any
crevices where they can hide.
Right. This female flower bee
was one of a dozen nesting in the
old mortar of a house wall.
If you don’t mind a few holes in your

If your neighbours have a garden, or their neighbour beyond them. insects and birds will
be visiting their gardens. While your garden without plants, cannot provide the natural
food and shelter, you can still encourage some of those species into your space.
Try hanging some bird feeders in a prominent position. They can be fixed to drain
pipes, fixed to a wall with brackets or suspendedfrom the wall on longer brackets. Ensure they are not accessible to cats. Bird tables can be fixed in the same way. A couple
of examples are shown below.

wall, you can drill some and see
who moves in.
Right. This man-made hole in a garden
shed became home to a small mining
bee. It was sealed up by plant materials
for a while, presumably protecting young
larvae. Then an adult was seen returning
to it regularly. It would sit in the hole for
periods at at a time.

Lesser Stag Beetle

?
Mining Bee
Put a pile of logs and or old timbers
in the corner of the yard. This may
attract beetles and other insects.
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Chapter Three. Resourcefulness
Episodes
1 Recycle and...
2 ...get creative
3 Friends and neighbours
4 Guardian Community

A redundant overflow water tank from the loft now
carries water again to provide a new habitat for
wildlife. Its sides are steep, so stones and logs
have been used to provide animals with a way in
and out.
Click here for more creative ideas
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and

Right: An autumn prune of some of the

1 Recycle and ....

garden’s trees, resulted in a number of
branches and stems which were put to

In the day to day running of our homes and the upkeep of our gardens, we can create a

use. A rustic arch grows out of a twisted

lot of waste. Before you do throw away that item of furniture, that plastic container, that

timber fence. A second arch in the

section of tree trunk, those branches and stems, those fallen leaves, is there anything you

background links several uprights with

can use them for? Rather than suggest what you might do by way of recycling and reus-

crossbars, providing a framework for

ing items, we have shown a few ideas from the Stroud Nature garden.

climbing plants.

The full page image at the beginning of this chapter
shows how a plastic overflow tank from a loft became
a small pond. It was sunk into the ground. Stones and
pebbles were put into it to provide different levels and

Above: A rustic arch created out of tree

access for wildlife. As well as receiving rainfall, it is also fed

cuttings. In the background another

by a gravel channel - a groove cut into the soil and lined

linking to a circular structure of posts and

with spare pond liner left from creating the garden’s main

crossbars around the lawn. This provides

pond. The downflow pipe from the house’s main roof fills

something for climbers to cling to.

a water butt. The butt overflows into an old ash bin (both
provide rain water for the plants in the garden). Water
overflows from the bin into the gravel channel feeding
the pond.
No trips to to the local tip with some of the stones,

The birds love it, including the local Great

pebbles, clinker and bricks found around the garden.

Spotted Woodpeckers. Drilling some holes

Sandwiched between some old timbers, they have been

in the main branchand filling with suet,

used to make a more intersting path along one of the

allows us to watch the woodpecker in its

wetter sections of the garden.

most familiar pose.
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and

2 .... get creative

The very act of recycling something and putting it to a new use is a creative one. Some of
the things you do will be obvious. But you can be even more creative in how you reuse
materials - both from the home and from the garden.
Right: This children’s garden seat was made
out of an unwanted single bed. The whole
headboard made up the back. The footboard
was cut into two equal parts to make the
sides. The seating is a number of the bed
slats supported on other bed timbers.
Painted and protected, it has been in the
garden for two years.
Below left: Cut branches are used to create a low fence. Other garden cuttings are tipped
inside. Over time, these will rot down creating earthmounds. The low fences could be
removed later, once the edges of the mounds have consolidated. Plants can be added to

Above: A hedgerow of cuttings has been consrtucted, within a framework of upright and

the mounds as they grow.

horizontal poles. This takes a lot of smaller stems and twigs. As the oldest ones at the

Below right: Spare timber left over from a previous job have been used to make a frame.

bottom begin to break down and it sinks, more can be added to the top.

Any interesting pieces of tree or roots that are found are fixed to it, creating a sculptural
structure. The wood rots, the bark peels and attracts insects.

As well as reducing the need to throw out cuttings or take them to the tip, thse structure
also hides the plain, timber fence, already in place before new owners. The structure will
also provide refuge for a host of animals species.
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3 Friends and neighbours

If you watch any of the poplular gardening programmes, you will know how often the
concept comes up of how you can “ use the trees and shrubs of a neighbour’s garden to
add visual depth and interest to your own.

Our gardens are generally private spaces, reserved for us, our families and friends.
Nothing wrong in that. We all need some kind of personal refuge, a place to call our own
where we can enjoy the pleasures of being outdoors, undisturbed by others.
Therefore, we may think about our garden as a single habitat, its borders defined by a
fence, hedgerow or shrubs. However, as we have seen, our garden added to every other
garden in the area, creates a much wider and very valuable habitat for wildlife. So with
this is mind, a few things you might consider.

It may be that the planting of the borders that surround your own garden may be of
smaller, lower plants. Beyond your fence, however, your neighbour has a line of higher
shrubs or trees. You can use these to advantage. They will attract birds that you can then
encourage into your garden. But speak to those neighbours. Tell them how much you
value the trees and work with them to ensure they provide rewards for you both.
In fact, others in the street will benefit
also, particularly if there are trees

Have a chat with your neighbours. Tell them about this project, about the importance
of all gardens as a sanctuary for wildlife, more importantly the combination of gardens
joining up to provide a linear corridor for flora and fauna.

standing in other gardens. Birds will
move between these in their daily
search for food. Your gardens combined
becomes a highway for creatures.

Do you have any plants you don’t need. A flower you have too
much of, are you clearing out the pond and have too much
oxygenating weed. What about asking your neighbour if they
need any plants.

Right: Some birds, such as Greenfinches,
Goldfinches and Siskins are more nervous
about visiting newly discovered
bird feeders and tables. You may first see
them in the tops of the highest trees

What about plant swapping with others around you,

around your garden and it may be several days, even a few weeks, before they come

with friends and family.
If you use social media, or have a family or neighbourhood chat group, something that

down to feed. It is the presence of those taller trees that first attracts them.

has become more popular in 2020, how about suggesting a plant swap. This is a great
way to spark a greater community spirit, to initiate conversation.
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GC

4 Garden Guardians community

in our own gardens, but other local, neighbourhood spaces.
We will inform and engage people in activities that will help them create better spaces

There is no membership of Garden Guardians. All over the country people will be caring

for wildlife in their own gardens and neighbourhood spaces. They could earn a certificate

for the wildlife in their own spaces and they are all Garden Guardians.

enrolling them as a Garden Guardian. We will be looking at other rewards and offers as we
develop the project, soem parts of which will be funding depeedent.

But we think it’s nice to give people some kind of recognition for the things they do and
offer some small rewards to our Garden Guardians. As the Garden Guardians project
grows we hope to to be able to offer more things in the future.
Garden Guardians is for the time being a Stroud based project. If you live in the town or
local district, then it will be easier for you to be involved in events and activities that help
you care for your own special spaces and those around you. It will also be easier for us to
recognise the efforts you are making and reward you for those efforts.
There is obvious uncertainty as to what we can do during 2021. But if we can, we will be
running events and activities for families, encouraging them in a greater appreciation of
the importance of their gardens for nature, for their own health and well-being and the
Certification of excellence

health of the planet.

is awarded to

In 2022, the Stroud Great Green Partnership hope to be able to hold the annual Stroud
Festival of Nature with as full a programme of events as possible. This will include the Big
For completing

Nature Festival in the Park.
Garden Guardians will be very much a feature of the festival. We hope we can engage and

‘Mission Garden Guardians’

enthuse visitors and together look at how we can provide more space for nature, not only
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Chapter Four. Species
Episodes
1 Birds
2 Invertebrates
3 Amphibians & Reptiles
4 Mammals
Nomad Bee
Some species of bee look more wasp
like. There are a number of species of
Nomad bee that visit gardens, laying
their eggs in the nests of mining bees
and leafcutter bees. They are often
quite striking in appearance.
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1 Birds
Coal Tit

Great Spotted
Woodpecker
Robin
Bullfinch
GoldLong tailed Tit

Nuthatch
Great Tit
Wren
Siskin
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2 Invertebrates

Bee-fly
Hoverfly

Devil’s Coach-horse
Beetle

Wasp Beetle

Picture-wing Fly
Common Wasp
Holly Blue

Honeybee
Peacock
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3 Amphibians and reptiles

Palmate Newt

Common Frog

Common Toad
Grass Snake
Slow worm
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1 Mammals
With the exception of small rodents (mice and voles) and the Hedgehog, attracting mammals to your
garden can have some ramifications.
Some people love having foxes and badgers in their backyard. Others are not as enthusiastic.
Both can damage plants and lawns, both can use your garden as a latrine.
You should be very sure that you want them
around before actively encouraging them.
They may already be visiting under cover of
darkness and knowing this may be enough.
Deer, in particular the Roe deer, are
increasingly common in gardens these days
and the Muntjac is becoming commoner in
urban and suburban areas.
We will develop more information
on mamamals in gardens in the
near future.
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Links to quizzes and activities 1

Insect Names Quiz

Guess the missing name of an insect from
the clues supplied.

Insect Names Quiz
For the family to do together. From the clues supplied, add the
missing word to make the name a species of insect.
Try and guess before you begin looking them up.
1. _______________________ fly (mythical flying creature)
2. _______________________ fly (lady in distress)

Create your own insect
(Four pages)

Draw your own imaginary insect. It must
have all the correct body parts, but after
that, you can be as creative as you like.
You can give your new species a name such
as the ‘Hairy Biting Scissor Wasp’

3. _______________________ fly (Equine)
4. _______________________ Bug (Knight’s protection; Charity)
5. _______________________ hopper (Amphibian)

Create your own insect species

6. _______________________ Beetle (Big striped cat)
7. _______________________ Wasp (throwing on the wheel)

A drawing activity for one, two or three people, creating your own imaginary insects.
As you take part, you can learn about the bodies and lives of real insects.

Devil’s coach-horse
Beetle

Head

Abdomen
Thorax

Fantasy Flowers

Just like fungi, some flowers also have
very unusual names. Using the names and
your imagination, you can create your own
flowers.

10. _______________________ Bug (H2O)
11. _______________________ Bug (orange, lemon, cordial)
12. _______________________ Fly (militay man)
13. _______________________ Beetle (leading Catholic Bishop)

They come in an amazing variety of forms
and colours, yet they all have the same
basic structure.

14. _______________________ Butterfly (Fire and _____ )
15. _______________________ Beetle (painful sores on hand and feet)
16. _______________________ Fly (Arachnid but not Spider)

Their bodies are made of a remarkable
material called chitin. It has evolved into
the hard body covering of beetles, the
feathery antennae of mosquitos, the
transparent wings of dragonflies, the
sequined wings of butterflies and much
more.

Mouthparts

Legs (x6)

Eye (x2)

Complete the phrase by adding the name
of a tree from the list supplied.

9. _______________________ Fly (apples, pears, oranges)

20,000 species are known in the UK.

Maybe you can create some wonderful
new forms as you draw your own
fantasy insect.

Antennae (x2)

Names of Trees Quiz

8. _______________________ Beetle (down, down, down)
Around one million species of insect have
been identified globally, but as many as 30
million could exist.

Names
F of
ATrees
M IQuiz
LY

TREE QUIZ

17. _______________________ Bug (killer, sniper, contract)
18. _______________________ Butterfly (ships captain)
19. _______________________ wing (finest thread)
20. _______________________ Beetle (pooh)

Words About Birds Quiz

One continuous line of letters hides the
names of birds and things you might associate with birds.

A list of twenty five names of trees on the left .
Only fifteen names will match the clues
Beech
Oak
Lime
Elm
Birch
Box
Willow
Ash
Pear
Pine
Larch
Spruce
Sycamore
Plum
Holly
Cypress
Elder
Fir
Hazel
Poplar
Hawthorn
Hornbeam
Chestnut
Yew
Maple

Add this to ‘apple’ to make a tropical fruit
What is left when the barbecue has burnt out

No 6. A _______________ Beetle by Steve Roberts

Words About Birds Quiz
Follow the continuous lines of text to find words associated with birds.
This is a puzzle for all the family.
Some are actual species, some are family names, some are other words associated with birds. Species come from all over the world.
Some are easier to find than others.
You can use words more than once. For instance bullfinch is one word, but you can also use finch, giving you two.
There are 78 words in the lines below.

Robinocularknoturnstonechathrushrikestrelapwingreenfinchougharrierookingfisheronuthatchaffinchummingbirdsongthrushoebillekookaburraptoriolesseringedploverreauxseaglegretoucanadagoosemurmurationightjaredwingtipintailfeatherringgullittlegrebeeeatereedbuntingoshawkakapochardunlinneturacoaltitragopanhingagglevantsparrowhawkingeiderduckilldeeruffirecrestedtit

_______________________
_______________________

Everyone seems to like this tree

_______________________

Holiday Island in the Eastern Mediterranean

_______________________

Not me

_______________________

Lemon and

_______________________

Parent, teacher, grandparents

_______________________

Cardboard

_______________________

____________________________ Nut
Seaside

_______________________

Take 1 letter away. Move the remaining 3 around. Okay

_______________________

Dead centre, spot on

_______________________

A friend of Ivy’s

_______________________

That old ......

_______________________

Tree Word Search

____________________________ Syrup

Tree Word Search

Twenty trees to find. Tick them off as you
discover them.

Fantasy Flower Activity
A drawing activity for one, two or three people or more,
creating your own imaginary flowers based on their actual names.
Some of our wild flowers and plants have
great names.
Below is Old Man’s Beard also know as
Travellers Joy

Look at the list of names on the right and
use your imaginations to draw what you
think they should look like.
There are no limits.

Bats in the belfry

Dog Violet

Beaked Hawk’s Beard
Sea Arrow Grass
Rat’s Tail

Cow Parsley
Toadflax

Dragon’s Teeth

Giant Bellflower

The names of twenty species of tree are hidden below.

Poplar
Hornbeam
Spindle
Birch
Spruce
Fir
Oak
Elder
Hawthorn
Yew
Alder
Plum
Maple
Ash
Holly
Aspen
Box
Willow
Cherry
Lime
Pine
Elm
Beech
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Pyramidal Orchid
Star Thistle
Below is Bird’s Foot Trefoil also known as
Eggs and Bacon

Butterfly Orchid
Townhall Clock

Lords and Ladies

Policeman’s Helmet

Jack-go-to-bed-at-noon
Wild Liqourice
Broom
Box
But let’s forget what they look like in real life.

Monkey Flower

Fantasy Fungi

Not only do fungi grow in an amazing
array of strange forms. They also have great
names . Look at their names and use you
imagination to draw what you think they
really should look like.

Fantasy Fungi Activity
A drawing activity for one, two or three people or more,
creating your own imaginary fungi based on their actual names.
Some of our wild fungi have great names.

But let’s forget what they look like in real life.

Below is Devil’s Tooth

Look at the list of names below and use your
imaginations to draw what you think they
should look like.
There are no limits.

Trumpet Chanterelle

Honeycomb Crust

St Georges Mushroom
Arched Earthstar
Jelly Ear

Plantpot Dapperling
Starfish Fungus

Crystal Brain

Cobweb Cluster

Moonlight Mushroom
Here is a fungi called Orange Peel Fungus

Witches Cauldron
Salmon Bracket
Magpie Inkcap
Flame Shield

Pagoda Fungus

Mountain Polypore
Snakeskin Grisette
Unicorn Pinkgal

Strawberry Bracket

Hairy Tropical Goblet
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Offers and extras

Visit the Garden Guardians pages on the Stroud Nature web
site to purchase extra resources for you, your family and your
school.

The web site will also be
a place you can find out
additional information on
gardening for wildlife.

www.stroud-nature.org

So check it out as often as
you can:

Original full colour posters produced by Stroud Nature
Garden Birds: A3 on 175 gsm quality matt art paper.

www.stroud-nature.org

Garden Insects: A3 on 175 gsm quality matt art paper.
Reptiles and amphibians: A3 on 175gsm quality art paper.
All of the above plus mammals printed A2 on 175gsm quality art paper.

Fine Art prints:
Robin on wall: A3 full colour print on 175 gsm quality matt art paper
Common Frog: A3 full colour print on 175 gsm quality matt art paper.
There will be more to follow.
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Butterfly Conservation - Gloucestershire Branch

Links to organisations

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/gloucestershire-branch

Hedgehog Republic
Garden Guardians is being launched in the Stroud District. Most of the links here are

http://hedgehogrepublic.org/

therefore to organisations in this area. We have included links to some of the most
important national bodies with knowledge, experience and resources on gardening

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

for wildlife.

https://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/

Some of the following organisations are all members of the Stroud

National Trust Cotswolds
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/days-out/regionsouthwest/cotswolds

Great Green Partneship, a forum that meets to promote networking
and collaborative projects in the district as well as organising
the annual Stroud Festival of Nature. They all play an important
role in the conservation of the natural world around them and

Stroud
Great Green
Partnership

its importance to local communities.

Cotswolds Conservation Board
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/

RSPB
https://www.rspb.org.uk/

Stroud Valleys Project
http://www.stroudvalleysproject.org/

Bug Life
https://www.buglife.org.uk/

Wild Hogs
http://www.wildhogshedgehogrescue.org.uk/

Stroud Buzz Club
https://www.stroudbuzzclub.com/

Stroud Town Council Green Spaces
https://www.stroudtown.gov.uk/green-spaces1.html
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