
F A N T A S Y  I N S E C T S
A drawing activity for one, two or three people, creating your own imaginary insects.
As you take part, you can learn about the bodies and lives of real insects.
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Stag Beetle
Around one million species of insect 
have been identified globally, but as 
many as 30 million could exist.
20,000 species are known in the UK.

They come in an amazing variety of 
forms yet they all have the same basic 
structure.

Their bodies are made of a remarkable 
material called chitin. It has evolved into 
the hard body covering of beetles, the 
feathery antennae of mosquitos, the 
transparent wings of dragonflies, the 
sequined wings of butterflies and much 
more.
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F A N T A S Y  I N S E C T S
A drawing activity for two or three people, creating your own imaginary insects.
As you take part, you can learn about the lives of real insects.

Take any size piece of paper.

You may find it easier to draw your 
insect in a portrait format.

Draw two feint or dotted lines across your 
piece of paper left to right, dividing the 
page into three sections. Where you draw 
these will determine how big the main 
body parts of your insect are going to be. 
You can try varying these.
 
Draw a feint or dotted line, right down the 
middle of your piece of paper, top to 
bottom. This line runs down the centre of 
your insect.

Your insect shape is symetrical - its body 
will be the same on both sides of this line.

You can draw the insect yourself or one 
person can draw the head, before folding 
the paper so the next person cannot see it. 
They then draw the thorax, folding it and 
passing it back or to a third person to draw 
the abdomen section.

Some helpful hints:

Head
Eyes: huge, little, on stalks, 
Mouthparts: jaws, long sharp proboscis, 
long tongue, 
Antennae: short, long, segmented, 
feathery

Thorax and legs
Hard, soft, hairy, round, spikey.
Although its not always, the six legs come 
from the thorax in adult insects. 
In many larvae you cannot see this. 

Legs can be long, short, spikey, hairy, etc.

Front leg might be used to capture prey-
like a Praying Mantis or Water Scorpion.

Wings also come from the thorax.

Abdomen
Long, bulbous, segmented, hairy, pointed, 
curled, with a stinger



F A N T A S Y  I N S E C T S
A drawing activity for two or three people, creating your own imaginary insects.
As you take part, you can learn about the lives of real insects.

Here are two insects drawn by 
school children in Stroud, 
Gloucestershire.

Two very different and rather scary 
looking creatures.  

Once you have completed your 
insect, think of a name for it. You 
might give it a latin name also (have 
a look online or in books to see 
some examples).

Then you can consider where it lives 
- a continent, country, habitat. 

What does it eat?

How do its features help it survive?



F A N T A S Y  I N S E C T S
A drawing activity for two or three people, creating your own imaginary insects.
As you take part, you can learn about the lives of real insects.

Here are some insects that you might like to 
consider as you draw your own. Go online to 
find more.

Illustrations - Steve Roberts
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