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Stroud Festival of  Nature

Across the planet, nature exists on someone’s doorstep. 
If we all look after our own, we can make a big difference.

S u m m e r  o f  e v e n t s  1  J u n e  -  3 1  A u g u s t
B i g  N a t u r e  F e s t i v a l  i n  t h e  P a r k  S u n  3  J u l y



You shouldn’t be!
This year’s front cover shows a Drone Fly. 
A species of hoverfly that is common in our 
gardens, parks and other urban green spaces.

It is also one of the first insects on the wing in 
spring, emerging in late March/early April.  It 
has a habit of hovering at face height, looking 
directly at you, often just a few feet from where 
you are standing and it might be disoncerting.

It will not bother you. Meanwhile, you might 
watch it as it hangs in the air, often darting off 
in any direction, before returning to the same 
spot. You might marvel at its wonderful flight.

It may open your eyes to a whole new family 
of insects. You just might be amazed at how 
many different species of hoverfly there are in 
your own gardens. They are really important 
pollinators. The larvae of a number of species 
feed on aphids.

Yes, some look like wasps or even hornets. That 
is intentional, a device to warn off predators. 
But all hoverflies are harmless. 

Stroud Nature is on a mission to promote 
insects. To raise their profile and emphasise 
how critically important they are to a healthy 
functiong planet. They are the glue that holds 
ecosystems together. They pollinate our 
crops, flowers, fruits and more. Without them, 
we would struggle so badly.

They are the focus of a number of events this 
year and stalls at the Nature Festival in the 
Park. Come and find out more.

Are you bovvered by hover flies?



‘

It’s been three years since the last Stroud 
Festival of Nature in 2019. To put it mildly, 
a lot has happened since then. During the 
height of the Covid pandemic and in the 
period since, nature and the environment 
have been elevated in the news and media 
agenda and in the public consciousness.

However, for many organisations across the 
globe involved in nature conservation and 
education, it has been difficult to reach our 
audiences in a meaningful way.

Yes, we have made the most of the benefits 
that the internet brings, but something has 
been missing. That something is you!

We are really pleased to once more be able 
to meet with you, talk with you, share each 
others knowledge and experiences as the social 
beings that we all are.

We are at a critical point in the course that 
the Earth is set upon and we all need to take 
notice and assess what we can do to change 
that course as quickly as possible. This is now 
beyond denial.

So, along with the celebration of nature that 
the festival is and has always been, we do need 
to consider this and ask ourselves...

‘Is there something more that I can do to help?’

In addition to the Big Nature Festival in the 
Park on Sunday 3 July, there are around twenty 
events taking place across the district. 

You can explore a variety of different habitats, 
take part in practical conservation projects, 
enjoy a range of family activities, talks and 
crafts and speak to a range of experts .

‘Welcome back’



Saturday 4 June, 6pm-8pm:               
Orchid Walk on Edge Common
The walk will start with a short introduction 
from Paul Griffiths (grazier of the common) 
about the history of the common, what 
wildflowers and orchids may be seen and a 
brief intro into the grazing and management 
of the common for the rare Duke of Burgundy 
butterfly. 

Charge - Booking essential; £7 per adult/ £3 
per child (under 16)

Suitability for different groups - Dogs on lead 
welcome, some steep inclines – walking boots 
advised. Not suitable for wheelchairs.

Bookings and Info – Please book via website 
https://www.stroudvalleysproject.org/events 
Can call us on 01453 753358 for more info.  

Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org 

Saturday 11 June (and 2 Sept):    
Planet Stroud - Bank Gardens 
Stroud Arts Cooperative

Sunday 12 June, time TBC (see website):
Wildflowers and grasses of the 
Commons
Run in collaboration with the National Trust, 
this event will have experts sharing their 
knowledge of the wide biodiversity of flora on 
the commons, helping attendees to identify 
the many different and special species that 
help make the commons a rare and important 
habitat.

Charge - Booking essential; £7 per adult/ £3 
per child (under 16)

Suitability for different groups - Suitable for all 
ages; sorry no dogs; some steep inclines – walk-
ing boots advised. Not suitable for wheelchairs.

Bookings and Info – Please book via website 
https://www.stroudvalleysproject.org/events  
You can call us on 01453 753358 for more info.  

Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org 

Events:  1  -  30 June



Sunday  12 June, 11-4
Gloucester Festival of Nature
Robinswood Hill  10am-4pm
Family activities with a range of organisations 
from the County.
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust
FREE
(see page 4 for more details)

Sunday  12 June, 9.30am-1pm
Yew Tree Farm Nature Day
Yew Tree Farm, Thrupp Lane, Stroud GL5 2EF
FREE
9.30am – 1:00pm Hobby farm open for 
exploring. The owners invite you to join them 
and other organisations in an exploration of the 
farm’s habitats and wildlife, including meadow, 
orchard, garden and pond.
9.30am -11.00am We are opening up moth 
traps that were set the night before. We have 
previously identified over 100 different species 
at this site.
10:30am  Identifying the special plants in this 
rare limestone grassland. Family friendly walk 
through the meadow, with a guide who will 
inspire enthusiasm to maintain these special 
places.
11:30am  Identify today’s butterflies with an 
expert, walk the land and see the caterpillar 
food plants.

Find us at the top of Brewery Lane, Thrupp, 
Stroud GL5 2EF

Tea, coffee and cakes all day, in aid of charity. 
You are welcome to bring a picnic.

There is limited street parking (please park 
sensitively) or park at Stroud Brewery (best to 
use their overflow car park at Howard Tenens 
upon entry to Kingfisher Business Park).
Wheel chair access is good for the moth event, 

but the rest of the land is difficult.
‘https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/
yew-tree-farm-nature-day’

Saturday 18th June 10am-1pm
Bioblitz! Rackleaze Wetland, Cam
Spend a bit of time at the wetland site in Cam 
discovering what wildlife lives in and around 
this lovely green space situated on the edge of 
Cam adjacent to the river Cam and the 
countryside beyond.
Charge - Booking essential; £7 per adult/ £3 
per child
Suitability for different groups – Suitable for all 
ages; Sadly not suited for wheelchairs. Sorry no 
dogs.
Bookings and Info – Please book via website 
https://www.stroudvalleysproject.org/events  
You can call us on 01453 753358 for more info.  
Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org 

Saturday 25, Sunday  26 June
Wildlife Open Gardens Weekend
Stroud
20 gardens in the Stroud area open to the 
public over the weekend.  Come and see the 
difference it can make to wildlife if you dedicate 
a little or a lot of your garden to wildlife.  
Brochure available online, by post or in local 
shops.
www.wildstroud.org

Events:  1  -  30 June



Stage one 
Ranger-led Land Rover trips

Cotswold Forager walks
Interactive wild storytelling

Stage two
Live music

Build a bug hotel
Pond dipping

Pollinator game

Stage three
Dance workshop

Bee walk
Bushcraft

Street Food

Stage four
The Muck Show returns

Gardening for nature
Help a hedgehog stand

Join us in celebrating the wonderful
diversity of Gloucester and it's wildlife
this summer at Robinswood Hill! 

HillFest will be bringing communities
together for live music, wild art,
foraging, storytelling and more. Think
summer festival vibes with a nature-
focused twist to keep us wild!

There will be lots of ways to notice
nature: explore a new path, learn a
new skill, or simply come and spend
time with family and friends.

Although this is a free event, some
activities such as bushcraft, foraging,
and dance workshops carry a small
charge and require pre-booking,
please check our website for more
details.

No booking required! 
More more information, please visit
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
events/2022-06-12-hillfest
or scan the QR code.

@gloswildlife

Robinswood Hill, Sunday 12 June, 11am - 4pm

HillFestHillFestHillFest
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Saturday 2 July, 2pm, Stroud Brewery                
Swift Talk,
Edward Mayer, who is an expert in swift con-
servation and a passionate and informative 
speaker, will give the talk. It should last about 
an hour and afterwards there will be tea and 
homemade cakes, as well as information on 
swifts and sample nest boxes organised by 
Stroud Swift Group.

Charge –Booking essential; £7.50 per ticket. 

Suitability for different groups – 
accessible and open to all.

Bookings and Info – Please book via website 
https://www.stroudvalleysproject.org/events  
You can call us on 01453 753358 for more info.
  
Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org

Wednesday 6th July, 7pm-9pm.
Swift Walk with Stroud Swift Group, 
Minchinhampton 
Description - Come and join us for a guided 
walk around Minchinhampton town centre 
spotting swifts and their nesting sites with John 
Crowther, local Swift enthusiast from Stroud 
Swift group. Weather dependent so may be 
moved to the following day but all who book 
will be informed. 

Charge - Booking essential; £7 per adult/ £3 
per child (under 16)

Suitability for different groups - Suitable for all 
ages; Sorry no dogs; Walk takes place through 
Minchinhampton so route can be adjusted to 
accommodate wheelchairs. 

Bookings and Info – Please book via website 
https://www.stroudvalleysproject.org/events  
You can call us on 01453 753358 for more info.  

Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org

Sunday 3 July 11-5 Stratford Park
Big Nature Festival in the Park
Our main event takes place in the beautiful 
surroundings of Stratford Park. A wealth of local 
organisations, stacks to do and enjoy for the 
whole family. 
FREE

Saturday 9th July, 10am – 1pm
Pond Dipping Survey, Kingswood Newt 
Ponds and Green Spaces
Come along and spend some time finding out 
what water creatures might be lurking in the 
pond, there might be dragons! SVP project 
officer will be doing some net and bucket 
dipping to find out and hopefully identify some 
of the creatures found in the main Great 
Crested Newts breeding pond at the green 
spaces in the hopes of finding Great Crested 
Newts efts and other creatures.

Charge – Free. Booking is essential for this 
event as numbers are limited, donations 
really appreciated.

Suitability for different groups – Families – all 
children must be accompanied by a parent/
guardian. Sorry, no dogs. Sadly, not suited for 
wheelchairs.   

Bookings and Info – Please book via website 
https://www.stroudvalleysproject.org/events 
Can call us on 01453 753358 for more info.  

Events:  1  -  31 July



Sunday10 July  10 -4pm          
Wild Hogs Hedgehog Rescue Open Day 
Wild hogs host a day dedicated to our 
wonderful spikey friends. Meet other local 
organisations who work rescuing and 
caring for Hedgehogs. Other fun activities, stalls 
and more. See main advert.
Walk Farm ,Whitminster Lane, Frampton on 
Severn.
www.wildhogshedgehogrescue.org.uk

Saturday 23 July - 3 September             
“Outside’  Wildlife Art Exhibition, 
Gallery 1. Museum in the Park
Steve Roberts, Stroud Nature
See page 15

Tuesday 26 July - 2-4pm         
Rough Bank Walk
Rough Bank, near Bisley
Walk to spot some of the day-flying moths, 
large and small, which can be found on the 
reserve. And summer grassland butterflies, of 
course!
Good footwear advisable as the ground is steep 
and uneven in places.

https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/
rough-bank-walk-1
Guy Meredith 01242 524138,
 treasurer@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Events:  1  -  31 July

Five Spot Burnet



BIG NATURE FESTIVAL IN THE PARK

Sunday  3  Ju ly  11-5 ,  S t ra t fo rd  Park
When the Festival of Nature first began in 
2008, it was a single one day event held 
at the park. It has been a resounding 
success ever since, attracting  a few
thousand people every year. 

We hope it will be again this year.  With 
Covid still very much in everyone’s minds, 
we thought long and hard about whether 
the event should go ahead.

We decided we really needed to try and 
bring people together again to 
re-connect with nature, that we could not 
wait another year in our efforts to inform, 
engage and empower others to take a 
stand for the wildlife around us.

We hope that you are once again ready 
to help us celebrate nature. It was such a 
lifeline for many during the pandemic.



the venue
No boast. Stratford Park is one of the best parks in the UK.
There are few parks, if any that provide within a comparable 
space, so many things for the visiting public to enjoy.
Just look at the list:

• Arboretum
• Museum in the Park - exhibits, activities, events
• Lake, with its resident ducks, swans and heron
• Sensory garden for relaxation and well-being
• Indoor leisure centre 
• Historic open air lido
• Outdoor sports courts
• Outdoor astro-pitch
• Woodland of pine, beech and wild garlic
• Wildflower grassland
• Younger children’s play area
• Older children’s play area
• Skateboard park
• Health and well being trail around the whole park
• Miniature railway 

The Festival will take place in and around the arboretum and 
the sensory garden.  The two now run into each other giving 
us more space to plan the festival this year.

Sunday 3 July 11-5

BIG NATURE FESTIVAL IN THE PARK



Sunday 3 July 11-5

All Things Old
Arboricultural Association
Butterfly Conservation
Cotswold Canals Connected
CS CIC
Down to Earth
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust
Greenpeace Stroud
National Trust
Stratford Park Management Group
Stroud District Council 2030 team
Stroud Buzz Club
Stroud CAN
Stroud College (SGS)
Stroud Nature CIC/Stroud Great Green Partnership
Stroud Town Council Green Spaces Team 
Stroud Valleys Project
South West Funding (Wildlife Trusts)
Transition Stroud
Woodland Trust
Wild Hogs

Tree Walk
John Parker of the Arboricultural Association is an 
expert on trees. Join him on an exploration of the trees of 
Stratford Park for some amazing facts and stories. Visit the 
Arboricultural Association Stall for times.

Visit the Bees in the Walled Garden with Stroud Buzz Club
(visit their stall)

Launch of  the new Health and Well-being Trail. Visit the 
Stratford Park Management Group stall.

the  exhib i tors

BIG NATURE FESTIVAL IN THE PARK

(At time of going to print)



and you

BIG NATURE FESTIVAL IN THE PARK

Bring some colour to this celebration of nature: 

W E A R  S O M E T H I N G  W I T H  A N  A N I M A L  O R 
P L A N T  D E S I G N  O N  I T

W E A R  S O M E T H I N G  R E A L LY  B R I G H T  A N D 
C O L O U R F U L

Do your bit for the planet on the day:

I F  Y O U  A R E  A B L E ,  W A L K  T O  T H E 
F E S T I V A L

H O W  A B O U T  C A R  S H A R I N G  I F  N O T ?

Y O U  M I G H T  L I K E  T O  C Y C L E  T O  T H E  PA R K

B R I N G  A  P I C N I C
T E A  A N D  C A K E S  F R O M  M I S S  D A I S Y

T O I L E T S  O N  S I T E

A L L  N E C E S S A R Y  C O V I D  M E A S U R E S  W I L L 
B E  TA K E N .

3  J U L Y  I S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
P L A S T I C  B A G  F R E E  D A Y

Sunday 3 July 11-5



New Health and Well-being Trail
launch at Big Nature Festival in 
the Park

Parks fulfil a vital, beneficial role in our lives, 
providing a diversity of resources and amenities 
in our own locality. Not least, the health and 
well-being they bring as we relax, exercise or 
commune in the fresh air. In our towns and 
cities, they can be a green lung, an oasis for 
wildlife where we can make a greater 
connection with nature.

During the Covid pandemic, the country’s local 
parks became places where people could find 
a sense of peace and relaxation. A space to 
breathe. Stratford Park was no exception and 
we realised that with the leisure centre and the 
museum closed, many visitors were exploring 
areas of the park for the first time.

This has motivated and inspired us in the 
creation of a health and well-being trail at the 
park.

The trail takes you around most of the park, 
to enjoy a variety of habitats and landscapes 
including the woodland, grassland, lake, 
arboretum, sensory garden, etc. The route is 
way-marked and is shown on two welcome 
panels, one as you leave the car park to access 
the leisure centre and another as you enter the 
park, opposite the supermarket.

A combination of timber monoliths, graphic 
discs and wildlife cut-outs have been sited to 
encourage you to engage and interact with the 
environment around you. To stop, maybe 
reflect, use your senses to connect with the 
natural world. 

Over the next few months, more elements will 
be added to the trail, so you might like to walk 
it more than once.

S t r a t f o r d  P a r k         

S P A C E  T O  B R E A T H E

Visit our stall at the 
Festival in the Park



Guardians of the Garden

Become a Garden Guardian. Visit the Stroud Great 
Green Partnership stall. Look for the Guardians.





Fromehall Mill,  Block 1, Unit 7,
Stroud, Gloucestershire,GL5 3EH
e.info@studiobe-architecture.co.uk
t. 01453297466 m.07814771390

RIBA Chartered Practice
Our fabric first, sustainable approach seeks to maximise building 
performance from the inception of an idea through to the completion of 
low-energy, healthy buildings. We are a close knit team, working holistically 
with clients to create beautiful, healthy places to live, work and play.

Drop us an email or pick up the phone if you’d like to chat about your project

www.studiobe-architecture.co.uk

Architecture for Wellbeing



Steve Roberts 
Stroud artist, lllustrator and founder of 
the Stroud Festival of Nature

Everything about the Stroud Festival of Nature is 
embodied in this exhibition. The need to show, share, 
inform and encourage people to take a greater interest 
in the natural world around them.

This is an exhibition for all ages and levels of 
interest in nature, in art, illustration, bugs, 
trees, birds, amphibians and more. It is 
about the countryside and green spaces 
in and around Stroud. It challenges you to
look again and see things differently. 

Bring the family

Sat 23 July - Fri 2 Sept - Gallery One
EXHIBIT ION:  MUSEUM I N  T H E  PA R K

o u t s i d e



Where we live, work 
and play
Professionals and practitioners in urban 
planning and conservation call it ‘Green 
Infrastructure’.  It is the mosaic of parks, public 
gardens, play areas and other green spaces that 
exist around the places where we live, work and 
play. 

These are the places where most people will 
come into contact with nature. Some of that 
nature will be familiar, easy to see and can be 
taken for granted as not being that exciting.

The House Sparrow might fall into this  
category. It is a bird of great character and its 
numbers have declined in the UK. 

Strangely, our own gardens are not often 
included in the definition of green 
infrastructure, but they are a vital habitat for 
wildlife and provide a link between these other 
green spaces. Let’s not forget allotments and 
churchyards as well.

The proximity of parks, tree corridors, footpaths 
and other spaces to our gardens can influence 
the species we see in our gardens, attracting a 
greater diversity of birds and insects in 
particular.

In Stroud, we are lucky to have a number of 
green corridors that feed wildlife into our 
neighbourhoods. They include tree -lined 
brooks and streams, an old railway track, the 
canal towpath. We have a local nature reserve 
(Frome Banks)’  just a five minute walk from the 
town centre.

But there is always more that can be done and  
across the district, discussions are always taking 
place (between councils at all levels) and 
conservation organisations big and small) 
about how the green infrastructure can be 
improved, increased, both for the benefit of 
wildlife and local people.

Connectivity is the key to achieving this. 
Linking up our urban green spaces and 
corridors, to each other and if possible to the 
surrounding countryside.

Green urban mosaic

Tree Creeper in Stroud park

Scarlet  Tiger moth 
in Stroud garden



It’s wondeful to bring a large number of 
nature organisations together at the 
festival. Many of them already know each 
other very well. They are often meeting and 
talking together to find common ground on 
a range of issues and seek ways forward.

Recently, a good number of local and regional 
organisations have been meeting to 
organise the creation of a nature recovery plan 
for Gloucestershire. Faced with the ever 
quickening decline in species, they are looking 
at measures that will not only halt the decline, 
but increase biodiversity in the County.

The Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership 
coordinated through Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust,  will be producing our County plan. It will 
look at how important wildlife habitats can be 
improved and extended, how  fragmented

areas of the same habitat might be  joined
together. How wildlife rich habitats can be 
enhanced, 

Consultation with the people of 
Gloucestershire will take place in due course.

Two such local plans have already been 
produced. The Cotswolds National Landscape 
Recovery Plan and The Cotswold Water Park 
Nature Recovery Plan. 

The Cotswolds National Landscape Recovery 
Plan focuses on three typical landscapes- the 
escarpment, river valleys and the high wold.
Some of its aims are realised in a series of 
before and after illustrated scenarios. The 
example below may give you a sense of how 
the Cotswold escarpment might be improved 
for a greater diversity of species.

L o c a l  N a t u r e  R e c o v e r y  p l a n s

Generalised view of the Cotswolds scarp and outliers, without and with nature recovery features

Some of the features shown
 Habitat corridor linking the scarp and outlier.

	 Continuity	of	calcareous	wildflower	grassland	along	steeper	 
scarp slopes.

 Reduction of scrub where it threatens to overwhelm existing 
calcareous grassland. 

 Access management reducing the lateral spread of rights of way.

 Targeted grazing using local breed and new ‘virtual fencing’ 
technology	to	accommodate	species	with	different	sward	 
height requirements.

	 Conversion	of	‘semi-improved’	grassland	to	wildflower	grassland	on	
the scarp slopes and at its bottom. Extending and linking the current 
wildflower	grasslands.

 Additional scrub introduced through habitat creation.

	 Increase	in	overall	‘scruffiness’	and	scrub	grassland	edge	area.

	 In	field	trees,	orchard	and	agro-forestry	in	the	vale.

 Tall and thick hedgerows in the vale area.
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Illustrations by Steve Roberts
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February 2022

Cotswolds Nature Recovery Plan – A vision for nature’s recovery

See the Cotswolds Nature Recovery Plan webpage  
for further details.



Friday 5 August  10 - 4pm               
Wildlife Discovery Day at Fromebridge 
Mill with Cotswold Canals Connected
An event that is great for families and young 
wildlife enthusiasts at Fromebridge Mill, 
Whitminster.
 
Join Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust staff and 
local experts at Fromebridge Mill for a wildlife 
discovery day along the canal and river Frome. 
Take part in activities, a wildlife walk, and a 
series of stalls that will showcase the wonderful 
wildlife and heritage of our precious 
waterways, and find out how the canal 
restoration of Phase 1b will be beneficial for 
wildlife.

This event is FREE but requires booking.
More info:
peter.savage@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk
 
Please contact us with queries or any specific 
requirements that we might need to know 
about in advance. There is an unmade path and 
the ground is fairly flat but uneven. Dress for 
the weather – sunscreen or wellies!
 
This will be bookable via Eventbrite closer to 
the event. Please keep your eyes on Cotswold 
Canals Connected social media channels and 
website for booking details. We look forward to 
seeing you there.

Sunday 7 August:  Times TBC   
‘Do you have the Bug’  - Crickets, 
grasshoppers and other bugs
Rodborough Common.
Run in collaboration with the National Trust 
and Stroud Nature. Join us on the commons 
spotting and identifying crickets, bee flies and 
other beasties.  This event is an ideal chance for 
children and adults to get up close and 
personal with some of the common’s less 
obvious and well-known critters.

Charge - Booking essential; £7 per adult/ £3 
per child (under 16)

Suitability for different groups - Suitable for all 
ages; sorry no dogs; some steep inclines – walk-
ing boots advised. Not suitable for wheelchairs. 

Bookings and Info – Please book via website 
https://www.stroudvalleysproject.org/events  
You can call us on 01453 753358 for more info.  

Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org

Events:  1  -  31 August

Female Banded Demoiselle

Great Green Bush Cricket



Sunday 21st August, Time TBC
The Story of an Eel, Arundel Mill Pond
Eel expert Laura Weldon talks us through the 
life cycle of freshwater Eels, whilst regaling us 
with stories and activities for all to enjoy. 

Charge - Booking essential; £7 per adult/ £3 
per child (under 16)

Suitability for different groups – Family - Suita-
ble for all ages; Sorry no dogs; site is accessible.

Bookings and Info – Please book via website 
https://www.stroudvalleysproject.org/events  
You can call us on 01453 753358 for more info.  

Website - www.stroudvalleysproject.org

Sunday 24 August, 11am -1pm         
Rough Bank Walk
Rough Bank, near Bisley

Walk to see the Blues! – Common, Adonis and 
Chalk Hill Blues. A good opportunity to see 
them flying together (weather permitting!) 
and to learn how to tell the difference between 
them. Good footwear advisable as the ground 
is steep and uneven in places.
Not suitable for wheelchairs.

https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/
rough-bank-walk-2

Jen Gilbert 07483 039321
 jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org

Events:  1  -  31 August

Adonis Blue



Lifelines .. for wildlife 
and people
Explore the network of waterways through the 
Stroud Valleys and you may spot a variety of 
wildlife species. Some familiar ones you might 
expect to see, like Heron and Mute Swan. Moor-
hen and Coot, but other more surprising ones, 
such as Little Egret, Cormorant and Goosander. 

Water is a fundamental element in the make up 
and appearance of the Stroud Valleys.  
A multitude of springs bubble up along the 
valley hillsides. These become streams and 
brooks, many of which empty into the River 
Frome. This abundance of water fed the mills 
that drove the thriving textile industry here in 
the18th century.

Some streams feed the Cotswold Canals 
(Thames and Severn and Stroudwater 
Navigation), which themselves supported the 
the textile industry at its height.

The River Frome and the Cotswold Canals 
become neighbours in the Sapperton Valley to 
the east of Stroud and then run close to each 
other, east to west into the Severn Vale. 
Although many sections of the Canal are still 
dry, where it does hold water, it is a valuable 
wildlife resource.

Other features remaining from the textile 
industry can also be added to the watery mix 
- millponds. Several remain, dotted along the 
valleys. These were fed by the streams and 
rivers.

Taken together, these wet habitats, provide a 
corridor that wildlife species travel along. They 
bring species into the heart of urban 
populations. They are often tree lined or have 
good bankside  vegetation to provide cover 
and safety.

Otters are steadily repopulating the rivers and 
streams of the area. Emperor dragonflies hunt 
over the canal close to Stroud town centre.

B l u e  c o r r i d o r s  -  c a n a l s ,  r i v e r s ,  s t r e a m s

Little Egret on one of 
Stroud’s millponds

A number of species of dragonfy and 
damselfly can be 
seen along the
River Frome 
and the canal.

An Otter on the River 
Frome , just a
five minute walk 
from Stroud 
Town Centre



A fascination and enthusiasm for the mini-marvels of this world...

...for stories from the insect nation.
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Do you have the bug ?

Lions
Tigers
Dragons
Ladies
Damsels
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Great Green
Partnership

in association with

Whether your interest in insects is professional, amateur, 
educational, one of simple curiosity or just a passing one, this 
quarterly online magazine is for you. Produced by the Stroud Great 
Green Partnership in association with Bug Life, it shows you some of 
the species that belong to the worldwide nation of insects. Its beau-
tiful illustrations are complemented by great photography, some con-
tributed by readers. There are also regular activity pages and offers.

Available to download at:
www.stroud-nature.org

Via email by enquiring at;
admin@stroudnature.org
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Do you have the bug ?

Dragon
Damsel 
Lady
Harlequin

in association with

Stroud Festival of Nature events
Family  bug hunt  and ac tivit ies
Stratford Park .  Sunday 19 June 11-3 

20 June until 26 June is National Insect Week
The park is an important place for all kinds of wildlife and a good number of species have been 
identified there. Around 100 species of birds, 300 species of butterfly and moth and 7 species of bat. 
But there are many more to discover. 

The park has a number of different habitats  and those who look after it, are committed to 
increasing the number of species that live in and visit the park. It’s a great place for you to connect 
with the nature around you.

Free. Bug pots provided. Bring some lunch. Toilets in the museum and leisure centre.
Meet outside Museum in the Park

Crickets,  grasshopp ers  and. . .
Rodborough Common.  Sunday 5  August   11-  4

There is a charge for this event. See August listing.

A joint Stroud Valleys Project and Stroud Nature event and in association with the National Trust. 
The common is internationally recognised for its plant and animal life, particularly insects. 

We will see butterflies, for which the common is well known, but we also hope to find some of its 
less familiar creatures, possibly one of the UK’s biggest insects, the Great Green Bush Cricket. 
Follow the arrows from the main car parks and from below the fort.

We have the bug!



We are proud that Stroud District has a reputation for tackling climate 
change, for having difficult conversations about what that means and for 
rising to the challenges we face. As your council, we want to be part of that 
change and that action.

We were one of the first councils to declare a Climate Emergency. Our 2030 Strategy sets 
out how we can work throughout the council and with others to support climate action.  

We know it can feel overwhelming – that’s why we recognise that small changes which 
lead to bigger improvements, matter.

You can find support networks and guidance online www.transitionstroud.org, a network 
for transition to a locally-based low carbon lifestyle , and www.carbonsavvy.uk which is 
all about improving quality of life and reducing your carbon footprint.

Take a look at:
www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/building-a-sustainable-future-together 
and follow our social media pages for #StroudDistrict2030 tips and links to national 
campaigns.

Stroud District  Council 
2030 Strategy

Please come find us at the Big Nature Festival in the Park where 
our 2030 Community Engagement Board will be excited to talk to 
you at the climate conversation station. 



Stroud
Great Green
Partnership

admin@stroudnature.org
tel 07811 471106

https://stroudnature.org/
(festival and Garden Guardians)

https://stroud-nature.org/
(Do you have the bug)

https://www.facebook.com/Stroudfestivalofnature 
https://twitter.com/stroudnature
https://www.instagram.com/stroudnature

The Stroud Festival of Nature is organised by Stroud Nature CIC, working with the 
Stroud Great Green Partnership through a regular forum. This is made up of around 
twenty local organisations who come together to plan and deliver the festival. 
Individuals are also welcome to attend. 

Outside of the festival we are always talking about how we can work closer together 
for the good of the local environment. Many of the organisations are active in many 
areas of conservation and wildlife.

We are also grateful to those who lend their support to the festival in a number ways.
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